
 

Sunday  9th January 2022  Baptism of Christ – The First Sunday of Epiphany 

Gospel Reading: Luke 3.15 – 17, 21-22 
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 

John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with 

water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to 

clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.’ 
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 

praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 

dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

Other Reading:  

Psalm 29 

 

Homily 

 

In today’s Gospel we read: ‘All the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 

their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the messiah.’  

We may recognise the feeling of expectation at this time. After all, most of us are looking for those 

in leadership to make what we consider the correct decision about Covid regulations.  We all long 

for a return to normality and freedom from regulations or the threat of disease.  Did John feel the 

pressure of the people’s expectation? It was a big ask after all. Were those surrounding John 

disappointed that their expectations were not met?  

 

 We celebrate the baptism of Christ in Epiphany, as it makes up one of the great moments of 

revealing to the world the true nature of Jesus.  In today’s reading we heard of when the Holy 

Spirit descended on Jesus and we heard the voice of God the Father speak; a moment of 

realization and revelation, a moment of epiphany to the world. 

 

We know that baptism needs water. Here in Britain, we can have water in abundance, more water 

can often mean disaster, pain, and difficulty. Yet in the ancient Middle-East, water meant life, and 

still does today. Its symbolic meaning as life giving, has shaped our baptism, our faith. In baptism 

we are washed in the waters of new life. Water and life go hand in hand.  Water features 

constantly in the bible – over 600 times. In the beginning, God made it, caused it to fall and flow.  

In the ensuing books of the bible it appeared, disappeared, flooded, divided, was fought over, 

floated upon, provided much needed food from its depths and, on notable occasions was walked 

upon and turned into wine.  It really was, and is, and always will be, the stuff of life.  

 

I met some visitors from Uganda a few years ago.  It was summer and they were staying with 

friends in Yarmouth.  It was a fairly typical summer’s day – fitful sunshine, occasional flurries of 



rain and a stiff breeze blowing off the Solent.  Having come from a country which straddles the 

Equator, the visitors were finding it difficult to keep warm.  I asked them if our climates were, in 

their view, the biggest difference between our two countries.  Apparently not.  What they had all 

noticed, were shocked by, was our careless and profligate attitude to water.  They could scarcely 

believe that we could be so unappreciative and uncaring about such a priceless asset, using it 

extravagantly, throwing it away, allowing taps to run for long periods… to them, it just didn’t make 

sense.  And they didn’t know about Southern Water!  What are we doing to our beautiful planet? 

 

When Jesus appeared from the river Jordan, he was revealed to be the anointed, the Messiah, and 

as such he was destined to enter the deep waters of both life and of death. The Epiphany is a 

celebration of how Jesus is a light to the world, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of 

God’s people. Yet the redemption Jesus will bring must be won through suffering.  For that 

redemption to be won, Christ must suffer on the cross.  

 

In being baptised by John, Jesus was joining in with a community of faith, supporting his cousin 

perhaps, but importantly Jesus was leading by example - it is a good way to lead.  John the Baptist 

called for the people to be cleansed in preparation for the coming Messiah.   I have a good friend 

of many years’ standing who, after a lifetime of worship in the Anglican church, including infant 

baptism and confirmation, has now come to worship in a Baptist church.  Just before Christmas, 

and after long and careful thought and prayer, she was baptised, by total immersion in the custom 

of her new church.  She told me that she had had mixed feelings; she’s not a great one for 

ceremony or symbolism – her faith is what matters, but when it came to the event, she was 

spiritually and emotionally moved by her experience – she really did feel cleansed, supported and 

uplifted. 

 

Jesus took up the prophet’s demand that the people should wash themselves and through the life-

giving waters of baptism, seek justice in a fairer society. Jesus calls us, then and today, to new life, 

living in the hope that God fulfils His promise to make us more humane and compassionate 

through water and the spirit.  

John could not carry this responsibility. 

 

 Perhaps John’s disciples and the community surrounding him were disappointed, but it was never 

John’s role to be the Messiah.  The baptism of Jesus by John is part of John’s story of how he 

makes way for the Christ, the one who would bear the burdens - the only one who could bear the 

burdens, the only one who could bring salvation. In Matthew’s Gospel we read, ‘Take my yoke 

upon you, for my yoke is easy and my burden is light’.  

 

Bearing our burdens, bringing salvation is something only the One who is both fully human and 

fully divine could ever hope to achieve.    Amen 

 

Now, just for a moment - 

Run through your day so far and think about the role water has already played in it. Imagine 



touching it, drinking it, splashing it, washing in it. Spend some time in silence, responding to what 

you have heard today and listening to what God might be saying to you.  

Amen. 

 

 

  Collect of the day 

 

Heavenly Father, 

At the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 

May we recognize him as our Lord 

And know ourselves to be your beloved children; 

Through Jesus Christ our Saviour, Amen 
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