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Bless, we pray you, heavenly Father, all your people gathered here today.  We ask that you 

will be with as we worship, and in our daily lives, that all we do may be pleasing in your 

sight, 

Lord in your mercy … 

As we gather here, in comfort, safety and security, we think of the many Christians across 

the world who have to meet in secret, whose lives are at risk from oppressive regimes who 

see Christianity as a threat.  We bring before you today Christians in Afghanistan, both 

Afghan Christians and missionaries from other lands, including here, who have already 

received death threats from the Taliban.  We hear this morning that people have died in 

their frantic efforts to escape the country and our hearts go out to them.  You know, Lord, 

that these are awful times in that war-torn country, and we pray wholeheartedly for peace 

in the land, for all its people, men and women equally, to have the chance to live peaceful 

and fulfilling lives, free from fear. And wherever they are worshipping across the world and 

in all conditions, we ask that you will be with our Christian brothers and sisters, upholding 

them and enveloping them in your loving arms. 

Lord in your mercy … 

At this time when the Covid pandemic is still sweeping across the world, we ask that you 

will be with all those engaged in caring for the sufferers and with the many scientists still 

working hard on producing and enhancing vaccines.  In countries too poor to produce their 

own vaccines, or to obtain supplies from other wealthier nations, we pray for your 

influence on world leaders, that they may see beyond national boundaries to the needs of 

everyone.  We know, Lord, that we are all your children, black, white, rich, poor, young or 

old and we pray that we may do all we can to influence and engage in greater giving to 

those in need. 

 Lord in your mercy … 

On this beautiful morning, as we bask in the glory of the day, we think about what we have 

done, and are doing, to your amazing planet.  We watch with horror the consequences of 

global warming in floods and fires. We know that it is the duty of every one of us to play a 

part, however small, in cherishing your creation, in doing what we can to reduce harmful 

emissions.  Help us to see that the future is in our hands.   Help us, we pray, to do all we 

can. 

Lord in your mercy … 

As we sit and pray here in your house, surrounded by your people, we know that you can 

see deep into our hearts, and, in a moment of silence, we bring our personal prayers to 

you, bringing before you all those we know who are sick or suffering in any way. 

 



We pray for your comforting and healing hands that all those for whom we pray may feel 

upheld and strengthened by your all-embracing love. 

Lord in your mercy … 

And finally, Lord, we bring ourselves before you, and give our heartfelt thanks for all the 

blessings you have heaped upon us – our friends, families, homes, and this church on this 

beautiful island where we live or visit.  May we never fail to give you thanks and to trust in 

you absolutely -  and always. 

Merciful Father … 

 

 

  


