
Sunday 11th July 2021    6th Sunday after Trinity 

Mark 6: 14-29 

The Death of John the Baptist 
14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, ‘John the baptizer 

has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.’ 15 But others 

said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.’ 16 But when Herod 

heard of it, he said, ‘John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.’ 
17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account 

of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 18 For John had been telling 

Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.’ 19 And Herodias had a grudge against 

him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a 

righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and 

yet he liked to listen to him. 21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet 

for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22 When his daughter Herodias came in 

and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for whatever 

you wish, and I will give it.’ 23 And he solemnly swore to her, ‘Whatever you ask me, I will give you, 

even half of my kingdom.’ 24 She went out and said to her mother, ‘What should I ask for?’ She 

replied, ‘The head of John the baptizer.’ 25 Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, ‘I 

want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.’ 26 The king was deeply 

grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse 

her. 27 Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and 

beheaded him in the prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl 

gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in 

a tomb. 

 

Other Readings: Amos 7: 7-15, Psalm 85: 8-end, Ephesians 1:3-14 

Homily 

The former teacher, comedian, and writer, Gervais Finn, tells of phoning up a Roman Catholic 

primary school, run by nuns, which was named after John the Baptist.  Apparently, and Gervais Finn 

swears it is true, that the phone was always answered by the headteacher, who was a nun.  She 

always answered with the words, “The head of John the Baptist. Can I help you?”   

Leaving the funny stories to one side, the account of the execution of John the Baptist is one of the 

most shocking tales in the Bible.  King Herod admired John for his teaching, but he had him arrested 

and put in prison for publicly pointing out that he should not have seduced his brother’s wife and 

married her.  This was against Jewish law and it was a huge scandal.  Herodias, the woman in 

question, hated John the Baptist for this, and so it was she that encouraged her daughter, Salome, to 

ask for John’s head as a reward for her dancing. Perhaps the most shocking element of this story, 

was the fact that a royal princess was dancing at a banquet! This shows how debauched and 

outrageous the Herodian royal family were.   



This was the landscape in which the Christian Church grew up as it moved out into the Roman 

Empire where paganism ruled supreme. The pagan world could be even worse than the Jewish royal 

court.  The early church in Ephesus, was struggling against all the odds.  Ephesus was the great 

centre of the worship of the Greek goddess, Artemis. The temple was one of the great wonders of 

the ancient world, and it was rich because of this. We were able to visit Ephesus a few years ago and 

even in its ruined state it was very impressive, and you could  see from the ruins how magnificent 

the temples must have been. And it was here, in one of the greatest centres of the pagan world, that 

the Ephesian church was trying to grow and develop.    

The church in Ephesus probably consisted of perhaps less than a hundred people who met in a 

house somewhere in the city. So not much bigger than our congregation here at Christ Church There 

was no big purpose-built building like our church here.  They must have faced huge challenges trying 

to break through centuries of pagan belief and practice with their message of God’s love and 

forgiveness. Probably the early church in Ephesus wondered, as we do now, how they would ever be 

able to engage with the thousands of misguided people who focused only on the material things of 

life and the passing pleasures of their wealth and who were suspicious of what this new religion was 

teaching.  

In many respects the church today in Britain is in a similar situation to the early church in Ephesus.  

Our society isn’t pagan as such but is, generally speaking, disinterested in organised religion. People 

often though say that they are interested in spiritual things.  People are looking for something, but 

many people know very little of our faith because they have had little or no contact with the church.  

Part of the problem that the early church had with the Roman Empire was that the authorities 

believed that the Christians carried out human sacrifice in their religious services.  We face a similar 

(if less gory!) level of misunderstanding today. We need to overcome this - and to do this we must 

come out of our beloved buildings and engage with people where they are! 

For some of the great theologians, Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is the most important of all the 

epistles, because it encourages the whole church to go out and spread the good news of Jesus 

Christ.  To give people who are lost and lonely and find no meaning in life, the good news that: - 

In Jesus we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of trespasses, according to his 

grace. (Ephesians 1:7). The Good News Bible translation puts it in simpler terms, when it says: - 

For by the blood of Christ we are set free, that is, our sins are forgiven. How great is the grace of 

God? 

Jesus’ death on the cross means that we can be set free from the wrongs that we have committed, 

provided we also repent of those wrongs. This is the good news that we need to bring to people who 

often struggle to make sense of life, who are tired of searching for meaning in material things and in 

bucket list experiences. And, because of people’s experiences during the COVID pandemic, more 

people are asking these questions today than for many years. 



But we can’t do that only from inside our parish church.  If people are reluctant to come into church, 

then we must go out to them instead.  That’s exactly what Jesus did!  We continue to worship here 

in this place, of course, but we must also be encouraged by Paul’s words to go out from this place as 

well. 

How might we give more of ourselves to those who are not yet part of our church family: more of 

our time; more of our energy; more of our focus; and more of our financial resources? Christ Church 

is already going down that line, but there is more to be done and a long way to go. Many believe 

that God is calling his whole church here in England to leave the safety of our treasured buildings 

and go to where the people are and engage with them where they feel most comfortable. 

In Jesus’ ‘Great Commission’ to his disciples, which is our commission too, He said: - 

“Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize them in the name of 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything I have commanded 

you.” Matthew 28:19-20 (Good News Translation) 

Let us follow that command here and now, in our time, in this community. 

Amen  

Conversation Questions 

1. From what you can learn from the passage, do you think that Herod was a strong king? 

2. How confident are you about talking to people outside the church family about your faith? 

3. How might we engage with the wider community and by our actions show God’s love to 

people? 

4. Is there anything else from the passage that speaks to you not already discussed? What is it? 

5. What will you do this week in your Monday-to-Saturday ministry in response to what you 

have heard today? #everydayfaith 

Prayer 

Spend some time in silence, responding to what you have heard today and listening to what God 

might be saying to you.  

 

Collect of the day  

Merciful God, 
you have prepared for those who love you 
such good things as pass our understanding: 
pour into our hearts such love toward you 
that we, loving you in all things and above all 

things, 
may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(or) 
 
Creator God, 
you made us all in your image: 
may we discern you in all that we see, 



and serve you in all that we do; through Jesus Christ our Lord
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