
 

 
 
Homily - Mark 5.21–43 A tale of two desperate people.  
I wonder whether you’ve ever found yourself firing off a prayer in a desperate situation. These are 

the sort of short and sharp ‘emergency’ prayers that we use when broken down on the side of the 

road or when we’re running horribly late to an appointment for one reason or another. Are they said 

to relieve our stress? Do we believe we will get an answer? Do we pray out of habit? Yet before long, 

once the situation is resolved, life moves on, and the moment of desperation fades away. Unless, 

that is, the desperate situation has consequences for our whole existence, and we simply cannot see 

a way out. In today’s gospel reading, we meet two very different characters who come to Jesus in a 

desperate state looking for a life-transforming touch. In both cases, we see the power of God and 

the faith of the individual come together to bring Kingdom transformation. Is there a desperate 

situation in your life today, or in the life of someone you know, that needs the transforming touch of 

Jesus?  

This is set in a time when Jesus is beginning to upset and annoy the religious leaders and teachers. 

Our first character, Jairus, is a respectable local synagogue leader. In normal circumstances, he 

would likely be keeping away from anything that might unsettle the status quo; avoiding political 

danger and religious controversy. Until his young daughter is at death’s door. At this, all etiquette 

goes out the window and he throws himself down at Jesus’ feet, begging (vv.22-23). He is no longer 

concerned with his public reputation but desperately pleads with Jesus for his daughter to be saved 

from death. He has faith that this local rabbi has the power to heal and transform, his only hope. 

And it’s en route to see the girl that we meet our second character; a social and religious outcast.  

This woman has suffered chronic internal bleeding for many years. As women were counted as 

‘unclean’ during their monthly period her perpetual uncleanliness has kept her barred from going to 

the temple – not just for a few days each month but for many years. Furthermore, she has endured 

much shame, by no fault of her own. Yet she knows that one touch from Jesus could change all of 

that and her subsequent physical healing would later lead to social transformation too. At a touch of 

Jesus’ cloak, she feels his power surge through her like an electric current. Jesus, aware of the touch 

and the power flow from him, takes the time to identify the woman, hear her desperate cry and 

speak words of life over her: ‘‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of 

your disease’’ (v.34). One life transforming healing down. 

Then disaster strikes. Reports come that Jesus has been too slow and the daughter of Jairus is dead. 

What happens next is another example of the intimacy of Jesus’ relationship with the desperate and 

hurting. Firstly, Jesus speaks words of power: ‘Do not fear, only believe’ (v.36), then gathering his 

closest disciples and the parents, he heals the girl. Another life transformed. 

These accounts should encourage us and build faith. We may be tempted to study these examples 

and find a formula that will bring transformation in our desperate situations. See how Jesus cuts 

through social status, is not deterred by what is considered clean or unclean, draws attention away 

from his ‘magical’ robe and even pushes through the mocking crowd (v.40). What we are left with is 

a deeply personal encounter between desperate people and the God of love in the person of Jesus 



Christ. When these people realise that their only hope comes through Jesus, their faith is activated 

and they approach him face to face and find their transformation. What touches the heart of Jesus is 

their faith. 

How desperate are we for an encounter with Jesus? Are we willing to break etiquette to come 

before him with our own desperate situations or in intercession with the situations of others? One 

thing we can be confident of is that it’s never any trouble, to trouble Jesus with our requests and 

deepest longings. It is He who prefers to take time with us and to minister to our hearts of faith, 

rather than firing off answers to prayer. For this reason, it is some comfort to know that even if our 

most desperate prayers remain unanswered at this time, Jesus still wants to encounter you in that 

place of need and speak words of life over you. In Jesus’ words and actions, we have reassurance 

that the Kingdom of God is coming and that death does not have the last word, for Jesus himself has 

battled death and silenced it once and for all. Until He returns, let us keep faith and not lose hope. 

We do have prayer ministry here at Christ Church – the prayer corner for after the service(which we 

hope to re-introduce when allowed), and the prayer chain, which is strictly confidential and can be 

accessed via the appropriate e-mail or direct to Alison Grieve who runs the prayer chain for us. 

Whatever desperate situation you face today, whether sickness, death, relationship challenges, 

family issues, struggles with work or anything that’s causing you to lose sleep or your heart to ache, 

know that your situation touches the heart of Jesus and where the power of God and faith collide, 

transformation is at hand. 
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