
4 July 2021  5th Sunday after Trinity 

Homily 
 

Jesus said “Prophets are not without honour, except in their home town, and among their kin, and in their 

own house.” 

When I moved to the island in 1990, I came with Tony who had grown up here, moved away for education 

and career, then returned when he was able.  Since then, many of the friends of his youth have done the 

same, returning in time to take their place in the community and, sometimes, to care for ageing parents.  All 

would say that they had changed, learned and grown in their different environments over the years, but had 

remained, deep-down, the same people. 

  

Jesus was in Nazareth, his hometown, where he was known to be a craftsman, a carpenter. He came from a 

family of carpenters. He grew up in that small town, where everyone knew him, and he knew everyone. Then 

he went away for a time. And he came back as something different – a Rabbi, a teacher with a group of 

followers. And people were offended by him. 

 

People were offended firstly because he had gone away in the first place. The commentators are clear that 

the list of names we heard in our gospel reading, “the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas 

and Simon” is quite a good indication that Joseph, his earthly father had died. As the oldest son, it was Jesus’ 

responsibility, his duty, to become the head of the household, to earn the money and keep food on the table. 

And yet he had disappeared. He had failed in his duty to his family. And he dared to come back to the town 

and tell them that they had to repent. 

 

People were offended because of his message too. Jesus’ message had that effect on a number of 

communities. I wonder if people in this country today don’t really understand how radical and how offensive 

the message was. Most people in Britain think of themselves as law abiding citizens, both within the 

community and within the church. To be told that they have got it all wrong, and that the church has got it 

all wrong on their behalf, is offensive. It goes to the very roots of their faith and their beings.  

 

So, Jesus’ return to Nazareth was definitely not a wholehearted success. He performed no deeds of power, 

apart from a few healings, and he was amazed at their unbelief. So, he left, shaking the dust from his feet.  

And the town of Nazareth is not mentioned again in the New Testament. 

 

The hardest situation in which we are witnesses to our faith is within our own family and local community. 

Just as the people of Nazareth knew Jesus, our families and closest friends know us all too well. They know 

we are not perfect, they know our failings, and all too often, they are keen to point them out, particularly if 

we are trying to talk about what God means to us.  

 

Within our local community, if we admit to going to Church, far too often we feel that we are considered 

odd, or even criticised or accused of hypocrisy!  And we are left feeling that we do not have a voice.  And – 

let’s be honest about ourselves - which of us haven’t at some stage, felt uncomfortable, even dismissive, 

about those delivering the Christian message over-enthusiastically and at what we consider to be, 

inappropriate, for the time, place or audience.   

 



But we need to remember that we do all have a voice. If you go behind the indignation and look at what the 

people of Nazareth did recognise within Jesus, it is quite clear that they were responding to the message. 

“Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are 

being done by his hands?”. They had listened to his teaching. They recognised it as wise teaching – something 

he probably hadn’t learned growing up in Nazareth. They saw the healing miracles and were amazed at the 

results.  

 

What they had failed to do was to understand that as a result of what they heard and saw, they all needed 

to make a decision – to remain within the Jewish faith as taught by the institution, or to explore the radical 

faith propounded by Jesus. By becoming offended, they made their decision at that time. But that did not 

mean their decision was final.  

 

If you trace Jesus’ brothers through the gospel writings, you can see their development of faith in their 

brother, who they knew so well. In the early days of Jesus’ ministry, they were embarrassed. They 

encouraged him to leave Galilee and move into Judea, believing that if he wanted to get publicity, he should 

get it as far away from them as possible – “For even”, John tells us, “his own brothers did not believe in him.” 

 

Later on, in Acts, all the disciples were gathered together in the upper room. “They all joined together 

constantly in prayer, along with Mary the mother of Jesus and his brothers.”  Later again, one of Jesus’ 

brothers, James, became a leader in the Jerusalem Church. 

 

One of the issues which most makes many Christians despair, is the lack of faith they find in their own family 

members and communities. Our gospel reading today, and our knowledge of the development of the early 

Christian Church should encourage us that it is not a matter for despair, but for prayer.  

And never be upset if they find your faith offensive – it is probably a sign that, actually, they are being 

challenged to take an interest, and make a decision. 

 

And now the choir are going to sing “how deep the Father’s love for us” by Stuart Townend.  Please listen 

carefully to those wonderful, thought -provoking words, and let’s ask ourselves “Where do we stand?” and 

“Where do I go from here”? 

 

The collect for today: 

Almighty God, 

send down upon your Church 

the riches of your Spirit, 

and kindle in all who minister the gospel 

your countless gifts of grace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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