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An Easter People  

(Written prior to lockdown but still so relevant!) 

Christians are sometimes described as being an Easter people. ‘Christ is Risen’ 

we proclaim, not just as a historical statement, but as a living reality. 

Confidence in the Resurrection of Jesus is not based on wishful thinking. It is 

founded in truth and it is honed in experience. Easter is an invitation for       

everyone to personally know Jesus, the Risen Lord and Saviour. There is        

nothing in our lives that can act as a barrier between us and his love. 

Yet, all too often it seems that our lives are littered with barriers to faith in 

Jesus, barriers to living a full life. Sickness, family relationships, anxiety about 

the future…… these and more can be like stones that dominate our lives and 

make us worry about how we are to deal with them.  

On the first Easter morning women were making their way to the grave of  

Jesus, and they worried how they would be able to move the massive stone 

they knew was blocking the entrance to his tomb. They couldn’t move it by 

themselves. To their amazement they found that the stone had already been 

moved, and, not only that, Jesus was alive, risen from the dead. God had 

transformed the whole situation. 

God is willing and able to change our situation too, there is no barrier that he 

cannot deal with. No problem is too big. Through faith and trust in the Risen 

Lord Jesus any and every ‘stone’ in our lives can be dealt with. 

May you daily know the joy and the reality of Easter. Christ is risen! He is risen 

indeed. Allelulia! 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who rose from the dead, and who is alive for ever more, 

help us never to forget your risen presence with us. Help us to remember that 

you are with us in every time of perplexity to guide and to direct, in times of 

sorrow to comfort and console; that you are with us in times of temptation to 

strengthen and inspire, in times of loneliness to cheer and befriend and that 

you also share our times of joy.  Amen. 

Rev Sandra Lloyd 
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Lockdown remains a challenge for us all.  

For some, the challenge is staying calm and keeping a sense of perspective: as 

with our poor neighbour, whose nerves were suddenly unhinged by terror of the 

virus; she is safe now. For others, it may be inactivity: Colonel Tom has certainly 

inspired many of us to get off the sofa. 

Baked into these challenges are our fear of change, our sense of being power-

less in the face of events, our frustration at having to alter cherished plans.  

Human instinct is to turn inwards for a solution: towards self-pity or hectic       

busyness. But we cannot secure any kind of peace or balance in our lives, 

through our own efforts alone. 

Instead, we can remember that each breath we take, each mouthful of food or 

drop of water, every flower and every smile, are all gifts. Gifts from our creator 

God. Gifts unconditional and which we cannot earn.  

Overarching all these gifts is God’s love for each one of us, made plain in the gift 

of his Son. In the example, teaching and sacrifice of Jesus.  

Jesus teaches us to bring our concerns, however small, to prayer. Not to fret, 

but to pray. He gave us the Lord’s prayer as a model and a framework. But God’s 

loving nature is open to all our prayers, however or whenever we bring them to 

him.  

The important thing is to remember to pray – so here is some advice from      

Martin Luther:  

It is well to let prayer be the first employment in the early morning and the last 

in the evening. Avoid diligently those false and deceptive thoughts which say, 

‘Wait a little, and I will pray an hour hence; I must perform this or that’. For with 

such thoughts a man quits prayer for business, which lays hold of him and         

entangles him so that he comes not to pray the whole day long. 

Let’s try putting a capital ‘P’ at the top of today’s to-do list….. 

David Griffith, St James’ Yarmouth 

Lockdown, Luther and the to-do list 
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Services during Lockdown 

Whilst it is not possible to gather in our church buildings at the current time, 

we are still able to ‘be church’ through our shared faith and actions.  

Grateful thanks go to Leisa and Julia for keeping us all connected to each 

other and God through the Home Worship packs that arrive in our email  

inboxes or through our letter boxes each week. Such a lot of thought, time 

and effort goes into these and they are greatly appreciated by us all. Thanks 

also to those who contribute prayers and reflections helping to enrich the 

whole package. 

Through the wonder of technology, and the ingenuity and skill of Colin, 

many of us are able to see each other on a Sunday morning for a united act 

of Worship and even stay behind afterwards for coffee and a chat! Amazing! 

Thank you Colin for sharing your giftings and time with us. 

(Now, if you could just find a way to pass biscuits and cake 

through the screen …..!) 

One of the great benefits of 

lockdown technology is that 

we can visit other churches around the    

country (or indeed world) without leaving our own homes! Many have 

joined friends and family members in their on-line services - something not 

possible in ‘normal’ times. 

The Portsmouth Diocese streams prayers every day on their Facebook page 

as well as a Sunday morning service. They are also posted on the Diocese 

website https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/video-reflections/  and can 

be viewed at any time.  

 

Portsmouth Cathedral also live-streams services which can be accessed via 

their website, https://www.portsmouthcathedral.org.uk/  or YouTube page.  

https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/video-reflections/
https://www.portsmouthcathedral.org.uk/
https://www.portsmouthcathedral.org.uk/
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This free phone line is open 
to ANYONE at ANYTIME.  
 

Why not give it a go? 

Another option is radio. If you haven’t got 

one, or the sound quality is not as good as 

on your TV, fear not:    

 Your television is also a radio! 

Freeview channels 700 to 732 are all radio stations.              

Of particular interest may be BBC Radio 2 (702),              

BBC Radio 3 (703), BBC Radio 4 (704), BBC Radio 5 Live 

(705), BBC World Service (710), BBC Radio Solent (722),        

Premier Christian Radio (725), Classic FM (731). 

Have you tried these? 

Weekdays at 0945: the Daily Service on Radio 4 Long 

Wave and DAB, with services currently being presented 

live from presenters' homes or gardens. The DAB sub-

channel only becomes available a few seconds before the 

service starts,  but the quality of the signal is far better 

than that on Long Wave. Neither is available on Freeview. 

Wednesdays at 1530, with a repeat on Sundays at 1500: Choral Evensong 

on Radio 3. This is normally a live broadcast from a cathedral, a college or a 

church with a major choral tradition,  but at present archive editions are 

being broadcast. It is available on FM, DAB and Freeview  (channel 703). 

Sundays at 0810: Sunday Worship on Radio 4. As with the Daily Service, this 
is currently broadcast live from presenters' homes or gardens. It is available 
on FM, DAB and Freeview (channel 704). 
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How lovely to see so many in St Agnes, on the first Sunday evening in  February, 

for a really special service, with members of all 4 of our churches and some      

visitors. Thank you to Leisa and to Chris and the Choir.  

I’m new to Taizé – so I set about some online research and here is a little of 

what I found: Taizé,  described as a style of Christian worship, practiced by the 

Taizé ecumenical community in France, is characterized by the repetitive      

singing of accessible, simple harmonized tunes, interspersed with readings and 

prayers and moments of silence.  

The Taizé community was founded in 1940 by Roger 

Louis Schutz-Marsauche - known later as 'Brother  Rog-

er' and is, today, one of the most important Christian 

pilgrimage destinations worldwide.  

Brother Roger was born in 1915, the son of a 

Protestant Swiss Father and French Mother. Having 

been called to Monastic life, he found a desire to reach out to the poor and    

oppressed and to reach across the divisions between Protestants and Catholics.   

In 1940, whilst travelling, he stopped in an abandoned village, near to the      

ruined Abbey of Cluny. He settled there and in the disused buildings began to 

offer refuge to the dispossessed. He prayed there alone to start with but       

gradually a regular pattern of worship became established and eventually a Mo-

nastic Community was created, encompassing, over time, Protestants and Cath-

olics alike.   

The Taizé community’s focus on prayer and silence and simplicity and the words 

that Brother Roger  spoke - of the need to "love life on earth, and at the same 

time long for a beyond, a life that will never end" gives it much appeal, across 

generations, cultures and traditions. 

At the time of writing this, there is much uncertainty about when we’ll be back 

in our church buildings but let’s look forward - and in particular let’s look       

forward to more Taizé services in the future.  Julia Bridgeman 

Taizé Service with Communion for Candlemas 
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Sadly, there will be no Churches Together United Open Air services this 

summer due to social distancing restrictions. A decision will made about 

Holiday Bible Club after the next announcement from the Government      

concerning the easing of lockdown. Meanwhile, planning and preparation 

has been going ahead and if the club can’t be held physically, craft packs 

will be distributed.  

Faye, CTWW Youth Worker, has continued to work with the young people 

in her groups through lockdown via technology and hopes to re-start 1-1  

mentoring (outdoors) soon. 

Huge thanks to our church leaders for enabling us to join together in prayer 

for the West Wight using Zoom and the CTWW Facebook page. A public  

display of unity and faith that was very encouraging. The Lord’s Prayer, read 

two lines at a time in turn by each leader, was particularly moving. 
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Praying can be a simple, yet powerful, act. Anyone can pray to God 

and we know that he will hear us, no matter who we are. Sometimes 

it is reassuring to know that others are praying for us as well.  

Did you know that each of our parishes has a prayer 

chain? 

The chains are confidential - prayer requests will only be shared with 

those who are part of the chain. If you would like prayer for yourself, 

a loved one, or a particular situation see below for who to contact. 

Time to pray 
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Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and         
distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and 
fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us 
from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you taught us to love our neighbour, 
and to care for those in need 
as if we were caring for you. 
In this time of anxiety, give us strength 
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 
and to assure the isolated 
of our love, and your love, 
for your name’s sake. 

God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in 
isolation. 
In their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; 
through him who suffered alone on the 
cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

Prayers from  

https://

www.churchofengland.org/  

https://www.churchofengland.org/
https://www.churchofengland.org/
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Do you have a few moments to spare at this most unusual time?  Why not have 

a go at our quiz?  The prize is Lunch for four, post lockdown, of course, so you 

could do the quiz with friends (at a distance).  There are a few vague clues as to 

where in the bible the answers may be found.  If you can’t answer all the        

questions, go for it anyway! 

 

1. Jesus is the most mentioned man in the Bible, and David the second.  Who 

is the third?  

2. Who danced with all his might when the ark of the covenant was brought 

to Jerusalem? 2 SAMUEL 

3. What king was referred to by Jesus as “that fox”? LUKE 

4. What Roman official in Jerusalem bowed to the wishes of the uncontrolla-

ble mob?  MATTHEW 

5. What oversized warrior had armour weighing over 125 lbs?  SAMUEL 

6. What priest anointed Solomon as king?  KINGS 

7. Which two people brought Greeks to Jesus?  JOHN 

8. Which two people helped Paul to establish the church in Corinth?  ACTS 

9. How far did Mary and Joseph travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem? 

 A.   90 miles     B.  101 miles    C.  76 miles 

10. On what Greek island did Titus supervise the churches? 

11. The covenant after the flood was made not only between God and man, 

but also between God, the animals and the earth.  What did God give as 

the sign of the covenant? 

12. In the New Testament, a new covenant is instituted by Jesus.  What does 

he use to symbolise the new covenant? 
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13. Who was the first person to lie to God about a murder? 

14. What New Testament woman was married to a priest named Zacharias? 

15. Who was she related to? 

16. Who asked Jesus for the special water that would quench her thirst for ev-

er?  JOHN 

17. Who called Jesus “rabboni”/  JOHN 

18. What river did the Israelites cross when they entered Canaan?   

19. Who succeeded Judas Iscariot as an apostle?   

20. Who built the first Altar?  GENESIS 

 

 

Closing date for entries is Monday 1st July.  Please e-mail answers to  

magazine@christchurchtotland.org.uk , or post to:  

Jane Walton, Colwell Lodge, Colwell Common Road, Totland Bay PO39 0BZ. 
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The Churchyard,  

Christ Church, Totland -  

A Wildlife Reserve 

In summer on the front lawn (A), I found two very small species of fungi 

with caps less than 3cm across. The caps had a waxy feel and for this       

reason they are known as wax caps. One of these had a white cap and gills, 

and is known as the Snowy Wax Cap Hygrocybe nivea (i). The cap, gills and 

stem of the other ranged in colour from orange to green. Fungi are not able 

to use photosynthesis to produce chlorophyll and so this green pigment 

must be produced in some other way. This species is known as the Parrot 

Wax Cap Hygrocybe psittacina (ii) - presumably because it was thought to 

be coloured like a parrot. 

If you walk round the churchyard one 

day, you could be in for a big surprise - 

no, not a teddy bear’s picnic but an 

interesting assortment of fungi.  

Come and join me in a ‘virtual reality’ 

walk around the churchyard - starting 

at the front door of the church and 

moving in a clockwise direction round 

all the sites marked A-F on the       

drawing. And I’ll show you some of the 

interesting fungi that I found last year.  

Ai Aii Aii 
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In rough grass near the disabled car 

park (B), I chanced upon a much bigger 

fungus. It had a conical and shaggy cap, 

and is known as the Shaggy Ink Cap or 

Lawyer’s Wig Coprinus comatus.      

Species in this family are known as ink 

caps because, as they age, they          

autodigest and start to drip a black inky 

liquid from the cap and gills. I am told that if the caps are boiled in a little 

water, with a few cloves to preserve the mixture, the resulting liquid can be 

used as a reasonable drawing ink. This species is also edible with a light       

subtle flavour but it needs to be picked when the gills are still light grey; and 

then cooked right away.  

B 

Down by the badger sett in the north-east corner of the churchyard (C) I 

found two very different fungi. In late summer, there was one which was 

whitish in colour with brown scales on the cap and a marked ring on the 

stem - looking very like a parasol in shape. It was a member of the Lepiota 

family, possibly a small form of one with the scientific name Lepiota konra-

dii. Then, in December, in this same location, I found a fungus forming a 

compact, pale yellowish tuft of strongly branched spikes, up to 5 cm tall. It 

was a species of club fungi not previously known to me but, after consulting 

my reference books and looking at its spores under a microscope, I think it 

may have one with the scientific name Ramaria ochraceo-virens. 

Ci 

Cii 

Cii 
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Earlier, in autumn, under the trees in the south-east corner of the church-
yard (D), I spied another species of fungus, this time growing in a partial 
ring. However, by the time I got round to identifying them, these               
mushrooms were past there best and their identification will have to await 
their re-appearance another year. Incidentally, I refer to them as          
mushrooms not because I believe them to be edible but because the words 
mushroom and toadstool are interchangeable. The French have it right and 
refer to all fungi as Champignons.  

D E 

Continuing round the churchyard, is the stump of a Holm Oak (E), which was 

cut down recently to allow more light into the memorial garden. Growing on 

the stump was a fungus, which formed small tiered brackets running down 

the sides of the stump, and a colourful crust over the stump’s cut surface. 

The upper surface of the brackets was zoned and finely downy, but did not 

turn red where cut or scored. Accordingly, it may well have been the species 

with the scientific name Stereum subtomentosum. This fungus is said to  

occur infrequently in the southernmost counties of England, but may be 

seen all year round. 

Then, just before Christmas, I was interested to find another fungus growing 

on open ground not far from the Bell Tower (F). Although previously            

unknown to me, this proved to be a fairly common puffball with the          

scientific name Geastrum triplex. It is called a puffball because, on maturity, 
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a small apperture appears on the top of the 

‘fruit body’ and, when a drop of rain, or an 

inquisitive finger, touches the fungus, a puff 

of spores is released into the air from the 

aperture. 

The churchyard is an interesting wildlife reserve and if you were to wander 

round it or sit patiently on one of the benches there you may be rewarded 

by a glimpse of a badger, squirrel or fox - one year I witnessed three fox 

cubs playing there. A number of different species of bird have been sighted 

in the trees and in summer butterflies and bees are attracted to the wild 

flowers. 

Post lockdown, why don’t you wander round one of our churchyards or sit 

for a time on one of the benches in summer or autumn when the weather is 

fine and report any interesting plants, animals or fungi that you see or find? 

Good hunting and recording! 

Tom Eggeling 

Memorial Benches donated in memory of 

two Christ Church Organists have been       

installed at Christ Church Churchyard.  

The benches are dedicated to Cyril Arthur 

Fleming (Organist 1947 – 1966) and Joan 

Gregson (Organist 1997 – 2012).  

This completes the installation of 5 new 

benches around the churchyard which will 

enable people to sit and enjoy the peace and 

tranquillity of this beautiful acre.  
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If you are reasonably alert to the changing seasons in the West Wight you 

will probably have already seen the first Wheatears on open ground,        

possibly on a fence post; the first Sand Martins hawking insects over the 

marshes; and, if you are lucky, an early Swallow which like the Swifts are  

harbingers of hot summer days ahead. 

Throughout April and May literally thousands of birds will be passing through 

almost daily, eager to establish territories at their destinations and prepare 

for breeding after the long flight, many from south of the Sahara.  Incredible, 

isn’t it! 

Over the river look out for Sandwich Terns plunging for small fish.  Watch the 

marsh pools opposite Yarmouth Station for Garganey and exotic waders 

passing through.  Garganey – what’s that? – A duck.  Have you got a decent 

bird book?  If not, ask to be given one as a birthday present.  It will open up a 

new life for you, endless pleasure when you identify a species new to you.  In 

the future your discoveries will become like old friends you long to see 

again. 

Amongst the garden birds keep an eye open for Willow      

Warblers (small brown jobs which are never still), Redstarts, 

Whitethroats, Blackcaps, and Pied and Spotted Flycatchers. 

The  area around Warren Cottage on Headon Hill and along the 

fence line on the south side of the hill are normally productive 

– also along the foot of Tennyson and West High Down. 

Heads Up For Summer Birds 

                            By “Sea Swallow” 

Wheatear 

Swallow 

Redstart 



19 

And, of course, keep your eyes skinned for the kings of the skies – the     

predators or birds of prey, e.g. parties of Common and Honey Buzzards and 

the odd Osprey passing through.  I once saw 13 Buzzards in a party land in 

Thorley Copse one May, before setting off again 2 hours later.  And while on 

the subject of birds of prey, what about the White-Tailed (Sea) Eagles        

released on the Island last year. When they are around they tend to put to 

flight all waterfowl and waders in the area.  So if you see all the birds         

suddenly leap into the air, look up, there might be an Eagle or a Peregrine 

about.  Wow! And in May, listen out for Nightingales (at Newtown) and  

Cuckoos. 

And if as a parent or teacher you have influence over youngsters, teach them 

to be alert to God’s wonderful world – landscapes, animals, birds, butterflies, 

dragonflies, trees and flowers – whatever takes their fancy.  They will forever 

after be grateful to you. 

P.S. To know what is about, google IOW Bird Sightings. 

Eagle 

Grey Heron 

Vagrant 

Emperor 

Dragonfly 

Guillemot 
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Elwyn was born in Tamworth, Staffordshire on 10th July 1929. The family 

soon moved to Knowle in Warwickshire where Elwyn spent much of his 

childhood. He attended the local Church school and was a choirboy at the 

Parish Church. Whilst at Knowle he was confirmed and he received a strong 

foundation in the Christian faith, a faith which continued to grow and      

remained with him for his whole life. He also gained a love of choral music, 

listening to the organ and the sound of church bells! 

He married Anne in 1966 and they moved to Freshwater Bay in 1969 to 

manage the Albion Hotel, a position they held until the hotel was sold in 

1987. It had always been their dream to move to the Island, having spent 

many happy holidays here. 

Not long after moving to Freshwater Bay he got to know Air Commodore 

Brodie, who at that time was Churchwarden of All Saints and St Agnes, and 

spent many hours gathering seaweed from the beach for his garden and 

also owned a golden retriever! He soon approached Elwyn to become  

sidesman at St Agnes for the monthly service of Evensong, held only during 

the summer months.  However, it wasn’t until after he left the hotel that 

Elwyn was able to become a regular attender and become much more      

involved in the life of the parish.  

He joined the PCC and for several years was responsible for the advertising 

in the Contact magazine. He was deputy churchwarden for a couple of 

years, before becoming churchwarden from 1997 until 2007, one of the five 

to serve with Peter Smith. He felt it a privilege to be elected to the role and, 

as with everything Elwyn did, he gave 100%; was always available, ready to 

welcome and chat to newcomers and visitors, always ready to listen and 

interested in people, immersing  himself in whatever needed doing. He paid 

great attention to detail and would never ask anyone to do anything he  

wasn’t prepared to do himself and more often than not, actually doing it 

Elwyn Powell – A Tribute  
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himself! He turned up for church cleaning every Friday morning and several 

days each week were spent mowing and tidying the churchyard. He loved 

the peace and beauty which he found there. 

Elwyn never missed attending church, unless he was away but sadly due to 

increasing loss of sight and the progressive lung disease he was suffering 

from, he had to withdraw from much of his involvement, although he     

continued to support church events until his condition worsened last       

September. Elwyn passed away peacefully at home on 28th January and will 

be sadly missed by all who knew him. 

Elwyn was a true gentleman and respected by everyone who knew him. It 

was wonderful to see a full church at All Saints’ for the service of               

celebration of his life, a fine tribute. 

Anne would like to thank everyone for their cards, letters, messages of     

support, flowers and most of all their prayers and support during what has 

been a sad and difficult time. 

Elwyn, may you rest in peace and rise in 

glory. 

Anne Powell 
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Reverend Paul Bell, much-loved member of Christ 

Church and of the wider West Wight Christian      

community, died in February.  The following is taken 

from the tribute to Paul, read by his son John at the 

service of thanksgiving for Paul’s life at Christ Church 

in March. 

Born in Newcastle in 1935, weighing less than 2 lbs, 

Paul Joseph Bell was not expected to survive, but, 

unlike his twin brother, he thrived, and went on to live a life full of love, joy, 

deep faith and service.  He was educated in the north-east,  firstly at gram-

mar school, then at King’s College, Durham, where he read general arts, in-

cluding French and Religious Knowledge.  He had been taken by a school 

friend to Crusader Class, which was the start of his faith journey, and later 

joined the university Christian Union, a course not always entirely under-

stood by his parents. 

After teaching practice in Morpeth, he spent a year working at a school in 

Bordeaux which perfected his French.  He was called up for National Service 

which he spent as an officer in the Army Education Corps, a period which he 

found particularly spiritually fruitful.  In the meantime, he had heard of the 

need for French-speaking missionaries in Rwanda and prayed long and hard 

about his future in the mission field.  Once demobbed, he undertook       

missionary training in Chislehurst, then travelled to Rwanda by ship, train 

and open lorry.  He taught there for two years, and then moved to a new 

school in Kibimba, Burundi, a secondary and teacher training school for      

primary teachers.  

In 1965 he met Lucie, a nurse, at language school.  They were engaged in 

1966;   mission permission to marry was delayed by the need for them to 

pass the Kirindi language first.  Their civil wedding took place in April, their 

real wedding, was at Buye Cathedral almost three months later.  Their son 

Reverend Paul Bell 
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John was born in Buye, and their second son David in England during a leave 

period.  In 1969, they were moved to the Anglican Mission at Matana, 

where they stayed until 1981. 

During the time of their sojourn in Burundi, independence was declared 

there and in neighbouring Rwanda, and resulted in many years of conflict 

and bloodshed.  The church lost pastors, teachers and hospital workers.  

The Bells’ car and the missionary land rover were commandeered.  Some of 

Paul’s former students were taken away never to be seen again.  When the 

family went to Kenya on leave, Paul took with him all his photographs of 

past students; it was too dangerous to keep them with him in Matana.  It 

was whilst they were in Kenya that the Lord released him from tension and 

fear and anointed him to preach the gospel.  In 1977, the Bishop asked Paul 

when he was going to be ordained.  He had always resisted, thinking that he 

was more effective as a layman and witnessing Christian, but after             

discussion and prayer, he decided it was the Lord’s call.  He was ordained a 

deacon in 1977, and priested in 1978 in Bristol by that same Burundi bishop. 

On their return to Burundi, Paul was invited to pioneer a foundation course 

to teach secondary education ordinands to be NSMs.  He and Lucie travelled 

around the country in a combi camper, funded by St Paul’s Shanklin and 

Tearfund.  Meanwhile, Lucie was using her nursing skills, training Mothers’ 

Union leaders to teach preventative medicine, covering hygiene, First Aid, 

home midwifery and nutrition. 

Back in the UK in 1991, Paul and Lucie lived and worked firstly in London, 

then in two different benefices in Norfolk.  He retired to Totland in 2002, 

and they both immediately became valued members of the ministry team at 

Christ Church and of the church choir 

All this chronicles a life of work, adventure and courage, but what of the 

Paul we grew to know and love, the flesh and blood Paul?  He made friends, 

lifetime friends, throughout his life. Tributes came from as far back as prep 

school up to the present.  He was kind, good humoured, infinitely tolerant 

and interested in everyone.  What do we at Christ Church remember most?  

His preaching – it was truly inspirational.  His knowledge of the bible and  
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background history, gladly shared, but never patronisingly; his joy in the 

message he was giving and, always, the twinkle in the eye, the quizzical 

raised eyebrow, the humour in the voice made for life-changing experiences 

for his listeners.  Even in his later years, as he became frailer, as soon as he 

started to speak, his amazing voice carried authority and certainty.  

Throughout the years, ever since their marriage in 1967, Lucie has been at 

his side, a willing, totally committed and prayerful supporter – and God’s 

messenger in her own right.  What a team – and they came to Totland.  

Praise the Lord!    

The donations given in memory of Paul at his Thanksgiving service 

on March 11th and online raised £1613 for the African Pastors      

Fellowship, a cause close to his heart. www.africanpastors.org  

Ascension Day (21st May) 

marked 20 years of Lucie Bell's 

ministry as a  Reader in the 

Church of England. We are  

delighted that you took the call 

Lucie!  

Thank you for your faithful 

ministry.  

http://www.africanpastors.org/
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Elliott Thomas Dye was baptized at St Agnes Church on 22nd February  

 
 

FRESHWATER 

Elwyn Keith Powell  on 18th February  at All Saints 

Hazel Saunders on 20th March at the Crematorium 

TOTLAND 

Rev Paul Bell  February  11th March at Christ Church 

YARMOUTH 

Sue Giles  on Monday 6th January at St James 

Jean Maitland on Wednesday 15thJanuary at St James 

 

There have been no      

Baptisms or Weddings 

during Lockdown.  

Details of Funerals in this 

time cannot be published 

yet due to data protection 

regulations.  

The events listed here 

took place pre-lockdown. 

LIFE EVENTS 
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A huge thank you to all our box holders in Yarmouth, Totland and            

Freshwater.  The mammoth task of emptying the boxes, counting the      

money and dragging it through Newport to the bank is now over.  I really 

enjoy doing it and Peter is the minder and strong man getting to the bank.  

All those bags of coppers and silver are always joyfully received by the      

cashiers at Barclays as we wheel the sack trucks through the door! This year 

the total money paid in for the boxes was £2083.17 which is our best ever. 

The Children’s Society is so grateful for your kind donations.   

 

As well as the box money we have sent £205.05, comprising the collection 

from All Saints’ Christingle service and two donations. 

All our supporters are doing something positive to help children and young 

people whose voices are not being heard.  The Children’s Society ensures 

that their voices are heard and it helps to shape the research, policy and 

campaigning work that they do.  The Society has changed over the years 

and moved on from running children’s homes and arranging adoptions, 

their work now focuses on children at risk of sexual exploitation; those leav-

ing the care system; children who run away from home or care; those 

affected by drug and alcohol misuse; young carers; refugees and migrants 

who arrive in this country unaccompanied. 

 

If you would like a box in which to put your loose change and support the 

Children’s Society please let me know. 

 

The Children’s Society makes a real difference 

to young lives. 

 

Gill Kingston 752679 

 

 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/  

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY  

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/


27 

Adonai  

The Adonai Child Development Centre has been looking 

rather different during Lockdown - empty schools, empty 

children’s homes.  

Coronavirus levels in Uganda are low thanks to the strictest lockdown in 

Africa but that of course has led to all sorts of other problems. With no     

private or  public transport until very recently, and food prices rocketing, life 

has been very tough. The Adonai team has worked incredibly hard to feed 

those in need and keep tabs on all the children - no mean task. We are     

indebted to Christ Church for their regular financial support which has gone 

towards food and health care during these difficult times. 

Amongst the struggle there is also good news. Aloysious and Abby have had 

more time with their family (and the houseful of children they took in from 

the children’s homes!) although Aloysious has been part of the local Covid-

19 response team, volunteering his services to transport pregnant woman 

and the seriously ill to hospital. There has also been time to expand the       

gardening project - essential with the threat of food shortages to come. 

Remember Margret? The young girl nearly killed in a road accident while 

living on the streets? She was taken in by Adonai and now, 13  years later, 

she has completed a vocational course in tailoring and design and will be 

embarking on a period of work experience post-lockdown. We have some of 

the bags she has made and hope to sell them to fund her next steps. Look 

out for them ‘when we meet again’! 

Remember Lilian? Abducted, ‘used as a wife’ for 2 years and 

moved from place to place to stop her being found,              

miraculously rescued and returned to Adonai? She and the 

daughter she bore during that dreadful time are doing well 

thanks to professional counselling and the love and care of a 

‘Grannie’ who took them in. Aloysious tells us that the last 

time he saw her, pre-lockdown, she was beginning to smile. 

Praise God!                  Hazel and Richard Britton 
Lilian shortly before 

her abduction  
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We were very pleased to welcome Brian Steward to our meeting in           

February, as he wanted to tell us all of his experiences that, from the age of 

five until the age of 17, he grew up in the care of Social Services and what 

he could remember and experienced during that time. 

Brian told us that he had got home from school to an empty house so was 

put into a children’s home with his two younger sisters.  However, they 

were adopted in a closed adoption and their names were changed so he 

never saw or heard of them again until 49 years later. His first foster home 

was with a couple who lived next door to where he first lived and he found 

out, after he had found his family, that ‘Nana’ Grace had adopted his eldest 

sister, Margaret, and had wanted to keep him too but her bungalow only 

had two bedrooms so it was not allowed. 

Brian was then moved to a foster home where he had his only bad              

experience and that was when he was aged six and had come home from 

school, and for no apparent reason was sent to his room.  It was there that 

he was beaten up, but he was determined not to make a sound.  He was 

finally removed to a Children’s Home as he thinks that his teacher had seen 

the bruising. 

Brian was then fostered out to several families, who were all very kind, but 

one happy experience was with a couple whose son had joined the R.A.F. so 

they had a spare bedroom.  The lady was a Nanny and later the House-

keeper to the Mayor of Guildford, who had two boys, one being the same 

age as himself.  It was while he was with this family that he passed his 11+ 

and was sent to the Guildhall in London to sit an entrance exam for King 

Edwards School in Whitley, and as he had passed the exam became a border 

at the school. 

Brian said he was able to spend the school holidays with his foster family 
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and to go to their holiday home in Cornwall, being driven there in a Rolls 

Royce.  However, when he was back at school in September, he was told by 

his Children’s Officer that he had to go back to the Home for Christmas as 

the son was leaving the R.A.F. and needed his room back.  He was in differ-

ent foster homes each school holiday. 

When Brian was 14, he was very unwell and was in hospital for nearly a 

year which gave him the opportunity to read a lot of books.  He was        

allowed back at school but then became ill again.   

Brian said that during his last year at school he was fostered by a Mr. & Mrs. 

Steward and when he left school went to live there permanently.  He joined 

in with the village sports teams and was later given an apprenticeship with 

an Opticians.   Brian said that his Children’s Officer had bought him a Danes 

Racing Bike so that he could cycle to work and back to his home, and this is 

something one would never forget. 

There was another foster child living within the same family called John, 

who began to feel left out of the family relationship, so he left them to find 

somewhere else to live. However, Brian said they had kept in touch and are 

still like brothers today, even though John now lives in Australia. 

It was when Brian was 17 that he was asked if he would like to be adopted, 

so having said ‘yes’ he became Brian Steward. 

They always say that ‘Good comes out of Bad’, as had happened in Brian’s 

case, but it is rather sad that someone has to go through life wondering 

what the next day is going to bring.   Linda Muttett 

More about the work of the Mothers Union, including their response to the 

Covid-19 crisis, can be seen on their website mothersunion.org which also 

includes resources to help combat feelings of loneliness, to nourish faith and 

to help feel connected to your friends and community. These include prayer, 

craft, cards, puzzles, bible studies and much more. Take a look and share 

with others who may benefit.  

https://www.mothersunion.org/resources-support-us-challenging-times  

https://www.mothersunion.org/
https://www.mothersunion.org/resources-support-us-challenging-times
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Retirement Accommodation Available 
 

The Coach House (Abbeyfield in Yarmouth) has 3 rooms 

available. Abbeyfield is a retirement home for those still 

able to look after themselves - supported independent 

living. Lunch and evening meal are provided.  

Costs include use of laundry facilities. Call 760039 or 

7600612 to find out more.  

https://www.abbeyfield.com/supported-housing/the-coach-house-in-

yarmouth-at-po41-0py/  

https://www.abbeyfield.com/supported-housing/the-coach-house-in-yarmouth-at-po41-0py/
https://www.abbeyfield.com/supported-housing/the-coach-house-in-yarmouth-at-po41-0py/
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The Blessing (Elevation Worship) 

The Lord bless you and keep you  

Make His face shine upon you  

And be gracious to you  

The Lord turn His face toward you  

And give you peace  

 

May His favour be upon you  

And a thousand generations  

And your family and your children  

And their children, and their children  

 

May His presence go before you  

And behind you, and beside you  

All around you, and within you  

He is with you 

 

In the morning, in the evening  

In your coming, and your going  

In your weeping, and rejoicing  

He is for you 


