
 

6/6/2021 Trinity 1.  Morning Worship.  Readings: OT. Exodus 12, 21-32.NT. Revelation 3,14-22.  

Welcoming the Lamb. 

Intro.  

In Britain, we seem to inherit many traditions handed down through the generations. 

Can the married ladies answer this: as a new bride, did your husband carry you over 

the threshold of your new home? Did you ever wonder why?  

In the middle east, thousands of years ago, humankind`s earliest primitive altar to the 

one true God, as well as false gods, was the threshold or entrance into the home. The 

threshold was the place where people made their sacrifice to their gods. The purpose 

was to request protection & provision from the family deity, as well as inviting the 

deity into their house. Since the doorstep, or threshold, was where the sacred blood 

covenant was made with their god, people were careful to cross over the blood. 

Because their house was dedicated at the bloodstained threshold, their god stood in the 

doorway protecting them from harm. 

The Hebrew word for Passover is Pesach, meaning to cross over or leap over. So let`s 

look at our 1st lesson for its origin. 

OT: Exodus 12, 21-32. 

430 years before our story began, the Israeli patriarchs had been welcomed by the then 

Pharaoh to dwell in the land of Egypt which had been saved from starvation by the 

wise planning of Israel`s son, Joseph – who`d had the multicolour robe! Indeed God 

through Joseph saved the whole immediate world during a severe 7 year famine. But 

later Pharaohs saw the increased Israeli population as a threat to national security, & 

made them slaves. They were cruelly treated, & their cries motivated God to rescue 

them through a very reluctant Moses. God sent 9 plagues on Egypt to persuade 

Pharaoh to release them to go & worship Him on His Holy mountain, Horeb, at Sinai. 

Finally, the 10th plague, judgment on all the gods of Egypt, was death to every 1st born.  

Question: Is our present virus plague allowed by God to convince the our secular, 

humanist rulers of their need to turn back to God`s standards? Amos would agree! 

That 10th plague convicted Pharaoh, & the Israeli`s were released loaded with precious 

gifts, used later in God`s sanctuary. Pharaoh even asked Moses for God`s blessing. 

How did the Israeli families escape that death sentence?  

Each household was to select a blemish free lamb on the 10th day of the month. Jesus 

rode into Jerusalem on the 10th day. 

The lamb was to be examined for 5 days. Jesus was questioned by the Jewish 

authorities for 5 days in the Temple. 

The lamb was to be killed on the doorstep the 5th day, ie the evening of the 14th of the 

month, when Jewish days begin. Its blood was caught in a basin on the doorstep. The 

householder would then take a bunch of hyssop, which contains a water fixative, dip it 

in the blood, and paint the top & both sides of the doorframe. This covered the entire 

entrance to the house. The Israelis killed the lamb at 3 o`clock on the afternoon of the 

14th, in order to eat the meal from 6 pm. The family had entered the house through the 

blood stained doorway where they were protected from the plague of death that was to 

move through the land. 



 

In NT times in Jerusalem, with 1000`s of lambs to prepare, it was necessary to start at 

9 o`clock in the morning. So the exact hour when the Jews were preparing their lambs 

for sacrifice, Jesus was nailed to the cross. 

The whole lamb was to be roasted over a fire & eaten. Anything left was to be burnt. 

No bones were to be broken. The lamb was roasted on a spit which had a crossbar to 

spread open its body. 

 Jesus died at 3 o`clock, when the people in Jerusalem were praising God & 

slaughtering their lambs. He had given His total self to be roasted & consumed in the 

judgment fires of God, dying in agony for our sins. The spit shape with a cross bar, 

pointed to Jesus spread out on the cross. 

Because the next day was a High Sabbath, bodies had to be taken down before sunset, 

which was when the 15th day began. Joseph of Arimathea, helped by Nicodemus, took 

care of Jesus, anointing & wrapping the Body in linen strips with 100lb of spices. They 

put it in a nearby tomb by 6pm, the start of the feast of yeast free bread.   

Matsah, unleavened, yeast free bread was ordained to be eaten from the evening of the 

14th day until the evening of the 21st day. This specially prepared bread of affliction is 

bruised, striped & pierced. Jesus fulfilled this feast as the bread of life from heaven.  

Because of the fermenting nature of yeast, it is a picture of sin. There was no sin in 

Jesus. Paul wrote to the Cor. 2nd letter, 5, 21: God made Him who knew no sin to be 

sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

Isn`t that amazing? Hallelujah! 

Jesus asked us to remember His death that rescues us from sin, by eating bread. 

At Passover Jews eat Matsos as a picture of separation from Egypt. Likewise, we who 

have been delivered by the blood of Jesus, are to live separately from the world`s 

values. This is illustrated by John & Charles Wesley`s preaching on personal holiness. 

N.T. Revelation 3, 14 – 22. 

Laodicea was one of the richest commercial centres in the world, noted for its banking, 

manufacture of black wool, & a famous medical school. The Christian church was 

severely condemned for its pride in riches & nominal membership. They were good 

wealthy church goers, but spiritually poor, blind & naked. They needed the fire of 

persecution, the discipline of self denial, their eyes to be opened to sin, & zeal to 

replace their lukewarmness & repent, ie turn to God. 

 Look! Jesus is knocking on your door for your attention. Hark my soul, it is the Lord!  

Jesus loves you & keeps on knocking, standing by the doorstep of your life, of your 

heart. The Lover of your soul tenderly pleads to come in & eat at your table in 

continuing friendship. He came to give life, & give it abundantly. 

 The reward is a place of royal honour with Christ where He reigns in His kingdom.       

Have you opened the door of your life to Jesus?   How did I? 

Cycling over Lambeth Bridge in November 1954 I was run over by a lorry. When I 

went to collect the mangled remains of my bike, the policeman at the depot said he did 

not know how anyone could have survived. That made me ask: why was I alive? That 

was the beginning of Jesus knocking. 



 

In February1957, 2yrs 3months later, in the darkest room in a nurses` home, I opened 

the door to Jesus to come into my life. I am sure it was then in answer to praying 

friends. So don`t give up on praying for your 5 Kingdom names! 

In 1967, I was married in Africa 

In 1997, our 1st 2 grandchildren were born 

In 2017, our 50 years were celebrated here with you in Totland. 

Jesus never leaves us; He`s a fantastic friend! 

 

To Conclude.           

4000 years ago Abraham, friend of God, sacrificed a ram to save his son Isaac from 

death, on Mount Moriah. 

3,500 years ago, his descendants, sacrificed lambs to save the whole nation of Israel 

from death in their homes. 

2,000 years ago, on Mount Moriah, God`s precious Son, Jesus, the Lamb of God, 

sacrificed Himself to save the whole world from sin & spiritual death, & restore the 

original relationship between God & people on earth. 

 This is the pivotal moment in all history. 

Jesus fulfilled all the Jewish feasts. In temptation He had the weapon of God`s written 

Word to defeat the devil. He is our example of knowing the Bible & daily obeying the 

will of Father God. Through His blood He gives us forgiveness & cleansing from our 

sins. The saints overcame by the blood of the Lamb & the word of their testimony 

(Rev 12,11.)So we too need Holy Spirit courage to share our testimonies & extend His 

kingdom in our needy land.                                                                      Amen.  

 

Let`s Pray. 

Heavenly Father, thank you for your love which never let`s us go. 

 Thank you for sending your loving fantastic Son Jesus, our Saviour & Friend, the 

Lamb of God, to forgive us & rescue us from sin & the power of darkness, by 

shedding His blood on the cross.  

Please grant to us Your Holy Spirit to make us sensitive to Your voice, & to empower 

us to be channels of Your love to others. 

We ask in the wonderful Name of Jesus.                            Amen. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

       


