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The year has turned its circle, 

The seasons come and go . 

The crops are all gathered in 

And chilly north winds blow. 

Orchards have shared their treasures, 

The fields, their yellow grain, 

So open wide the doorway- 

Harvest has come again! 

Christ Church 

Our Harvest Festival centred on the    

wonders of God’s Creation and thankful-

ness for all His gifts. The choir aided out 

reflections by singing John Rutter’s ‘Look 

at the World’. The congregation were 

very generous with their gifts which all 

went to the Isle of Wight Foodbank. 

 

 

St James 

A wonderful array of goods 

was  received and subsequently 

donated to the Isle of Wight 

Foodbank—thank you ! 
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All Saints 

Well despite being in the middle of a 

pandemic, the seasons thankfully still 

come and go as usual! Harvest at All 

Saints, as in most churches this year 

was a bit different than usual and yes 

- listening to “We plough the fields 

and scatter” wasn’t quite the same as 

singing it! We were very lucky that 

our church was filled with award 

winning dahlias (thank you Darren) 

and thanks to the generosity of our congregation, the window-

sills were packed full of gifts for the Foodbank.  

We shared communion together and praised God for his    

wonderful creation and gave thanks for all that he provides for 

us . At the end of the service we invited 

people to take away a bunch of dahlias 

to give to anyone who they felt might 

be in need of them. The tins and      

packets were all collected to take to the 

Foodbank and our windowsills were 

once again empty!  

Another Harvest Festival over for another year !!!  

The Freshwater Foodbank remains open on Friday mornings 

during the pandemic and vouchers are available from the hub. 
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As we look back to the beginning of this pandemic, the journey 

we have travelled so far has taught us so much about Jesus’ 

command to ‘love one another’. We have witnessed ‘love in      

action’ all around us; and we have watched our world descend 

into fear, rage and distress. We have debated the decisions and 

dreamed of a life, free of lockdown and loneliness. We have 

seen how so many have sacrificed their lives, for one another, 

reminding us of Jesus love for us all!  

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s 

life for one’s friends (John 15:13). 

 

Love…bears all things, 

believes all things, 

hopes all things, 

endures all things. 

Love never ends. 
 

(1 Corinthians 13:7-8) 

In 2021, as we lean forwards for a glimpse of the road unknown 

before us, I find myself wanting to use less words, switch off 

the TV and radio and from the depths of my heart simply say, 

thank you. Thank you to so many amazing human beings who 

have shown us what love really is… who have shown us how 

God loves. We find these amazing words in the bible: 
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For so many of us, we have no 

more words to speak of the 

time that has passed, of the 

deep loss and longings of our 

hearts. So, I simply invite you 

to join me, in prayer for all that 

is past and all that is to come. 

Joining the collective quietness 

of our hearts, as we reach out 

together for a future time 

when we can remember,           

re-build and rejoice fully in the 

community life has and will  continue to bring us ‘God’s love in 

action’ and holds us in hope for the good news that is surely to 

come!  So, let us pause and find a moment of peace, as we lift up 

our hearts together in prayer: 

Loving God,  

we seek your presence in the silence beyond words, 

looking to you for comfort, strength, protection and reassurance. 

Breathing with gratitude, holding on to hope. 

Trusting with faith that you are still God  

in the midst of the turmoil; 

and that your love reaches to the ends of the earth. 

Be present with us now  

and carry us to the breaking in of a new dawn.  

Amen 
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Looking out from Lockdown is an Island-wide    

project celebrating the creativity of Island people 

during lockdown, both in 2020, and again now in 2021.  

In collaboration with Lord Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight, Susie 

Sheldon,   local arts for wellbeing charity Independent Arts is 

offering people the chance to exhibit their lockdown creations, 

be it painting,    

photographs,        

poetry, music, 

speech, pottery, 

writing, crafts,    

projects, inventions, 

baking, gardening 

or anything else creative completed to keep spirits up during 

lockdown.   

Whether it is something that captures the moment of lockdown 

one, or whether it is right now in lockdown three, everyone is 

urged to get creative and submit their projects to fill the gallery 

with their thoughts, visions and reflections in any art form, plus 

the story behind them. The website will become a “time cap-

sule” for our Island Community to admire and share in years to 

come when reflecting on our experiences during the pandemic.  

The plan is to hold physical exhibitions after restrictions end, so 

please save those creations that can’t be exhibited online. For 
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contributors who are unable to photograph and submit work 

online to the website, there will eventually be the option to use 

drop-off points, where creations can be photographed and       

submitted on your behalf and returned.  

Charities, radio, local papers, schools, care homes, businesses, 

clubs and organisations and events during 2021 are all               

encouraged to get involved in this project and give people the 

motivation to get  creative. Individual exhibitions of Looking Out 

From Lockdown could be held around the island, once                

restrictions ease.  

The Lord-Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight, Susie Sheldon says,     

“This is an exciting project that should give everyone an incentive to     

concentrate their talents for a purpose. In these difficult times we all 

need a purpose to keep us motivated. Everyone has the ability to be        

creative in different ways and I am really excited at the prospect of        

seeing all the works, ideas, inventions, thoughts etc that have come out 

of the time Islanders have spent in Lockdown both in 2020 and again 

now. Let this be something really good that comes out of the difficult 

times we are all going through.“ 

To find out how to get involved, head to Independent Arts online  

https://islesolationgallery.com/lookingoutfromlockdown/ 

Submissions are welcome from any Island resident, of any age,  

preferably via email attachment to gallery@independentarts.org.uk 

Please check the Tips & Tricks section for help in providing a  

good quality image so that your creativity shines.  
 

For video or musical submissions,  

email and attach a YouTube link.  

https://islesolationgallery.com/lookingoutfromlockdown/
mailto:gallery@independentarts.org.uk?subject=Looking%20Out%20From%20Lockdown
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I started as the P/T Administrator for the 

churches of Freshwater, Yarmouth and    

Totland in November 2019, so I have been 

in post for little over a year. Oh my gosh, 

what a year! At the start there was a Team 

Rector; my position was marked out as a 

fairly regimented job share with my counterpart over in the 

Brighstone/Shorwell area; the job description was fairly generic 

and whilst the  churches were beginning to explore ways of 

working more closely, it was record keeping, assisting with  

Faculties, Parish Returns and Funeral administration at the top 

of the agenda.  

When I think about it now, I can’t believe how the job has 

evolved - influenced, of course, by two fundamental events – 

the absence, for nearly a year, of a Team Rector and more        

crucially, the impact of a global pandemic. 

Clive’s departure as Team Rector, at the beginning of last year, 

changed the dynamic of the emerging West Wight Mission 

Community (WWMC) and also changed my own role as one of 

the ‘job share’ Administrators. It restricted the expected, more 

wide-ranging remit of working, as a team with Leisa, Barbara 

(my counterpart) and Clive, in developing the concept of the 

WWMC and whilst Barbara and I have worked together in 

terms of mutual support, it has been more in tandem than on an 

interchangeable, job share basis. 
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Let’s face it though, the most fundamental impact on my role 

has been the Pandemic. As I have mentioned on numerous      

occasions, the devasting restrictions and guidance and                

regulations brought in to combat the Pandemic have, in fact, 

provided unexpected opportunities to develop our side of the 

WWMC into the FYT Parishes - a recognisable and well        

supported community of churches and whilst I always            

expected, of course, to work closely with Leisa it has been a real 

joy to have found myself working more closely with the 

Churchwardens, the PCCs, our Lay Worship Leaders, Readers 

and PTOs as a team, looking to meet the challenges borne out of 

lockdown and Covid restrictions. The sharing of worship         

resources and ideas; creating ‘the Bulletin’ as means of keeping 

in touch;  starting the FYT Parishes Facebook page; sharing 

Zoom links and information through a collective email list;         

facilitating service planning etc have all been welcome              

additions to the original job description. 

Now, like anyone, I would like the negative impact of the        

Pandemic to disappear as soon as possible, but I will be happy 

to be part of the continuing challenge of developing the FYT 

Parishes further, especially within the wider context of the West 

Wight Mission Community. The original job description          

anticipated that the “role will develop” – well – it has and I feel 

blessed to be developing within it. 

Julia 

And we are blessed to have you Julia. Ed. 
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As of the 1st of November, I have been in post for a year. How 

different the world looks now compared to last year. And how 

different the job of Administrator has turned 

out to be.  One of the great pleasures over re-

cent months has been the opportunity to en-

gage with people through the written word 

and to explore  aspects of Faith through the 

writings of others. Some of the books I have 

referred to in the Bulletin are included here, 

in this very briefest of brief book reviews: 

I was already reading Richard Rohr’s The Universal Christ at the 

start of lockdown. Those initial few weeks provided a great        

opportunity to ‘work through’ this complex book. It is a  challeng-

ing read and arises out of the premise that “Christ is not Jesus’ last 

name”. The book is an exploration of what Christ is and what 

Christ means. It was a bit of a theological challenge but a reward-

ing read all the same.  

One week, writing for the Bulletin, I returned to a book on my 

shelf – Finding Sanctuary. Abbot Christopher Jamison of the   

Benedictine Order, which featured in the TV series The Monastery, 

provides a great read on how the lessons on monastic living can be 

put into practice in the modern world. Using the wisdom of St 

Benedict and the idea of building a sanctuary, Jamison leads the 

reader through the monastic steps of Silence, Contemplation,      

Obedience, Humility, Community, Spirituality and Hope in the 

search for spiritual space and peace. 
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Living Well – Alan Hargrave. Hargrave’s book is a personal       

account of his own struggles through life and is laced with              

anecdotes and often funny stories, set alongside many useful        

exercises designed to help the reader find their own Rule of Life 

(reference again to St Benedict) and to “allow the light that may 

have gone out of our eyes, to shine once more”. A book to return to 

more than once. 

As a geographer - one of my favourite books (by my favourite  

Bishop) is A Place for God by Graham James. In this book we are 

taken on 40 visits (it was written as a Lent book) to places around 

the world which have been special in Graham’s life. From the 

church in Welwyn Garden City (where I first met him) to Devils 

Island in French Guiana and from the Crypt in Canterbury Cathe-

dral to a villa in Soweto, this book offers a daily reflection, a Bible 

reading and a short prayer through a combination of                     

autobiography, history and spirituality. 

Finally, a more recent acquisition – John Ortberg’s Look Through 

God’s Coloured Glasses. I’m not entirely sure where I came across 

the idea of God Glasses (I really do think we should all have some) 

but I found this quirky little book online. It’s a series of excerpts 

from Ortberg’s book – ‘God is closer than you think’. From a page 

with one simple statement: “The story of the Bible isn’t primarily about 

the desire of people to be with God: it’s the desire of God to be with people” 

to a more detail account of taking his daughters to see Snow White, 

this little book provides plenty of opportunities to reflect on how 

God sees us and also on how we might “meet God in this moment”.  

So – a brief glimpse of 5 books on my bookshelf. Maybe share some 

of the books which may have been influential in your Faith.   Julia. 
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Thank heavens for technology. You may love it, loath it or be 

ambivalent to it but be in no doubt that for many, it has proved 

to be a great enabler over the past year. I wonder how many 

people, before last March, had ever heard of, let alone used, 

ZOOM and whilst it might still remain a mystery to some, I   

imagine there are many who have surprised themselves, at their 

growing confidence in using platforms such as Zoom to keep in 

touch with family and friends and also to enable their work to 

continue from home. Across the FYT Parishes we have used 

Zoom for services, PCC meetings, Churchwarden meetings, 

Deanery Synod and Diocesan meetings and for many it has 

proved to be a much-appreciated lifeline, as Annette Scivier 

shared with us in the Autumn. 

“Zoom has kept my family part of the FYT church community through 

the pandemic lockdown—a lifeline! Having worshipped, over time, in 

all the FYT churches, I have been hugely encouraged that Leisa and 

Colin and Geoff Kirk and Peter Byatt, have put in the time and effort 

to bring familiar faces, from all the congregations to our screens at 

home. My parents, Keith and Tonie, are almost housebound by frailty 

so “real church” is a challenge at the best of times. Thankfully, 

through Zoom we have been able to pray and worship in fellowship 

through very challenging times. And a great help, for many, has been 

the coffee and chat after a service, providing a chance to share          

encouragement and introduce new faces who would otherwise remain 

outsiders”. 
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We all look forward to being back in Church but for now,      

services on Zoom are the current reality and, in a bid, to explore 

further the use of Zoom for services, Leisa and the Church-

wardens have agreed to schedule a service of Morning Prayer, 

via Zoom, every Monday to Thursday at 8.30am,                      

during February.  

A service of morning prayer , following a range of formats, will 

be led, on zoom, each Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday through February, by one of the worship team.  

Everyone is welcome to join in with the service.  

Details of the service order and link will be circulated via the 

FYT parishes email list.  

Please contact Julia, the administrator, if you wish to be added 

to the list fytparishes@gmail.com . 

mailto:fytparishes@gmail.com
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Despite the changing of the "what we can and what we can't do" 

situation, Christ Church has continued to function as best as 

possible. The PCC has met on a regular basis, physically on        

several occasions and lately on Zoom. We were also able to hold 

a belated APCM on 25th October in the Church.  

The running of the church in terms of finance, buildings,        

personnel, and services has been carried out by the council 

effectively and well. The Lay Worship team has also met on a 

regular basis to discus and organise (where appropriate) the  

services at Christ Church. 

We have been able to hold physically attended services (subject 

to all the necessary protective requirements) until January when 

we have had to resort to Zoom. The choir (socially distanced) 

were able to sing in the side - isle at several services, which was 

very much appreciated by the congregation. Over Christmas we 

were able to hold a service of 'Nine Lessons and Carols'            

performed by Chrissie Acland's Christmas Choir, and the Christ 

Church choir sang at our Christmas services. 

We are, sadly back to zoom services, but the fact that Christ 

Church is on top of all that is happening is due to a great team 

effort by all who are involved in many different ways. 
 

Peter and Geoff (Churchwardens, Christ Church, Totland Bay) 
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We are missing you and concerned for you all at this                 

challenging time. Even though we cannot worship together  the 

church is very much alive and we are part of the nation and 

world wide Christian community! 

We are grateful to Leisa, our administrator Julia, and the other 

Benefice churches for keeping in touch with the bulletins, 

Emails and Zoom services. I would love to see more of your   

faces on the screen when a zoom service is offered. 

I know many of you, without computers, are appreciating TV 

and radio worship. 

We have 29 of our church family who have no internet and so 

have the bulletin hand delivered. Thankyou to all the 

"volunteers". 

We are very aware that so many of our church family live alone. 

Can we encourage all of us to be in touch by telephone - with at 

least one person a day? 

With love and prayerful support. If we can help in any way 

please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Janet Harding 761260  

Peter Hellyar 07432714258 
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It was very good to be able hold services over the Christmas      

period. The Nativity Experience in All Saints on Christmas Eve 

was very well attended and greatly enjoyed. There was a       

reasonable congregation for the Christmas Communion. 

Perhaps for many the highlight was the reopening of St Agnes 

after a long period for the major repairs to 

the floor. The first service was a short 

morning prayer on  Sunday 20th that was 

arranged at short notice but it was enjoyed 

by those who attended. Christmas morning 

Matins and the Communion on the evening 

of the 27th attracted good congregations 

who admired the floor and particularly the 

new carpet, as well as enjoying the services!! 

Sadly the Covid-19 infection rate on the Island rose very quickly 

from our low base and it remains very high at the moment. 

Happily there are signs of it now declining but the Churchward-

ens consider that the infection rate remains too high and the risk 

of spreading the virus is still of great concern and therefore, and 

very reluctantly, it has been decided that services in Church 

should remain suspended for the time being. They will start 

again just as soon as possible 

 St Agnes is open every day and All Saints on Tuesday and 
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Thursday for private prayer. If you do go into either please                  

remember to wear a face mask, keep your distance from people 

not in your “bubble” and sanitise your hands on entry. 

We are well aware that attendance at Church Services is only 

part of Parish Life and most of us are missing “social                 

interaction”. There is a lot of good being done by so many for 

example helping at the HUB which has and continues to do a 

wonderful job and many more are keeping in touch on the       

telephone which is very important. However we would like to 

know if you have any ideas how we might make wider contacts, 

for example would a regular Zoom coffee morning be some-

thing that would be supported or perhaps the Crafters could 

also meet again on Zoom. If you have any other ideas  please let 

either of us know, equally please let us know what you think of 

the two Zoom ideas. 

Plans are being developed for a daily service of morning prayer 

via Zoom, more details of which will follow in due course. In 

the meantime it is important to remember that this horrible time 

will pass and we should all look forward to meeting again in 

Church  and, hopefully, raising the roof with joyous singing! 

 Jill Reynolds and Peter Kingston  
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So, flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, 

faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on 

the Lord from a pure heart. (2 Timothy 2:22)   

 

On Sunday 24th January, we were delighted to 

welcome Faye Smith to our Zoom Morning 

Prayer Service. Faye is the Youth Leader of the 

West Wight Churches Youth Project and it was 

wonderful to hear her clear faith and vision for our 

young people. We are very fortunate, that all of the Churches 

donate towards and partake in the Project, along with a number 

of individual helpers and donors. Feedback after the Service has 

shown that quite a number of people were inspired by what 

Faye had to say and her obvious commitment to the introduc-

tion of the young people to Jesus in their lives.  If you would 

like to be part of the Project, either financially or by giving some 

of your time and talents please contact Pauline Clayden, Tom 

Eggeling or Geoff Kirk, who will be delighted to give you more 

information of how to get involved and help to bring Faye’s vi-

sion for the young people to life. 

Geoff Kirk 

Find out  more about the Youth Project here: 

https://www.wwcyp.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/WWCYP/  

https://www.wwcyp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WWCYP/
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PAUL 

When we moved to the Island back in December 2017 somebody 

said to me, "So will you do the Solent Swim?"  I replied in the 

negative.  However, little did that person know that they had 

awoken something within me.   

Fast forward to September 2018 and I decided that I would try 

and improve my swimming so that I could possibly take part in 

the 2019 Solent Swim.  I trained at least three times each week, 

changed my preferred stroke from Breast Stroke to Front Crawl 

and improved my times.  I eventually completed the 1.3 miles of 

2019 Cross Solent Swim in one hour and five minutes.  I also   

Two intrepid members of the FYT Parishes Community 

took on the Solent Swim Challenge in 2020: Paul Shoulders 

of All Saints and Megan Eggeling of Christ Church.  

Read on for their personal accounts of the swim. 
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decided, pretty much there and then, I would take part in the 

2020 Swim also.  

Of course, being 2020, things were not quite 

so straight forward and as a result of Covid - 

19 and Lockdown it wasn't clear until some-

time in August whether the event would take 

place.  After two postponements the Swim 

did take place on Monday 31st August 2020.  I 

completed the swim in 48 minutes a time 

which completely surprised me.   

On both occasions I was raising money for the 

West Wight Sports and Community Centre 

which has proved to be such a wonderful 

place both in and out of Lockdown.  Many 

thanks to everyone who sponsored me in both of these swims - 

over the two years I have raised 

something like £1800. 

Paul Shoulders 

 

Rumour has it that Paul is already in 

training for the 2021 Solent Swim 

which is scheduled for Sunday 4th July 

2021. More details here: https://

westwight.org.uk/events/solent-swim/ 

- Editor. 

 

 

At Hurst Castle 

waiting to begin 

 

 

Arriving in style at Colwell 

Bay 
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MEGAN 

The Solent Swim! Sounds quite impressive 

really. Not in the league of a Channel Swim, 

of course, but for me, an ageing and only a 

fair-weather Open Water swimmer, the idea 

of doing it was challenging enough. With 

weeks of Pool training earlier in the year   

abruptly curtailed by the COVID-19           

restrictions and the sea at not too comfortable a temperature as 

yet, would I still have time to get fit enough to do it? Sheer grit 

to face a personal challenge and an over-riding desire to help 

our Sports and Community Centre threw me into the waters of 

Freshwater Bay and the 3 times to the Stag Rock and back       

routine or, with friends, twice from the Boathouse to Totland 

Pier and back marked my days and weeks. 

Come the day for the event and it was for the 3rd of asking 

thanks to a forceful North Wind, the 20 or so of us faced a less 

than smooth Solent sea and a capricious 

current did not inspire great confidence 

there at our launching post of Hurst 

Castle. 'This is going to be exciting'! 

uttered Paul (fellow swimmer from All 

Saints). His chirpy cheeriness (or was 

it?) set me off with a quick prayer to 

find my kayaker-guide. There's no way, 

alas, we could swim the 1 and a 1/3 

 
 

Waiting for the off at 

Hurst Castle 
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miles straight across to Colwell Bay. 

The tide saw to that. At one point, in 

fact, I thought we were headed for 

the English Channel but I just had to 

trust my kayaker-guide to lead me 

safely through those choppy waters. 

(Do I sense a spiritual analogy 

there?!)  

I am so thankful I had the stamina 

and determination to do the Swim.  I am so grateful for all the 

support I received from my sponsors who thus gave me all the 

encouragement I needed. Thankyou, too, to all who came to 

give us such an exuberant 'welcome home' to Colwell.  

I still do not know who my kayaker-guide was. But whoever 

you are...Bless you! 

 
 

Safe and sound at  

Colwell Bay 
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With much of home schooling being        

delivered online during lockdown, our    

local schools are calling out for IT         

equipment for their pupils.  

The Federation of Shalfleet and        

Yarmouth schools is taking in any         

unwanted laptops/tablet computers for  

children who haven't got one to work on 

at home.   

The technician at the All Saints site can 

upgrade/wipe and put all necessary parental controls on for the children. 

He doesn't mind if donated items are no good...he will even dispose of 

them. This service covers the Yarmouth and Shalfleet sites too and      

devices  can be taken to these if easier than the Freshwater site.  

The FYT bus can also help with transport to and from medical 

appointments in the West Wight, including Covid vaccinations. 

Phone them directly 752917 or via the hub 752168. 
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About this time of year, I would have had my open day at The 

Rafters, received lots of boxes and be busy counting money and 

making marmalade at the same time.  Unfortunately, things are 

not the same this year but I have made the marmalade!               

Obviously top priority is to keep  everyone safe so I have decid-

ed to delay box opening until the lock down has been lifted in 

some way or another.  Either when people can come to my home 

and perhaps have a cup of coffee in the 

garden or take the boxes to Spence 

Willard as in other years. 

I have really missed meeting up with all 

the wonderful people in the West Wight who have supported 

the Children’s Society for so many years but I look forward to 

better times.  In the meantime, if you feel able to forward your 

donation directly to the Children’s Society the address is on the 

bottom of your box.  If you wish to wait until I can collect and 

your box is full may I suggest a jam jar (if you haven’t used 

them all up making     marmalade!). 

In the meantime, a big thank you for all your support over the 

years which has really made a difference to young people’s 

lives.  Last year the society worked directly with 11,513 young 

people. They have had access to one- to-one care and advice   

either in person or online.  They have been able to have food and 

clean clothes that they would otherwise have gone without and 
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they have been able to retake control of their lives from the 

criminals who are putting them in danger.  Your support has 

meant that thousands of children now have hope for the future. 

Because of you thousands of children are now safe, happy and 

able to deal with the problems they have in their lives. 

The last year has turned life upside down for millions of young 

people.  They have missed school and been trapped in some-

times dangerous situations at home.  Even before the pandemic 

struck some young people were struggling to find hope and 

happiness.  Right now many young people feel that they have 

no sense of purpose and no one to whom they can talk about 

their problems.  Well-being levels for 15-year-olds in the UK are 

at a 10 year low.  Well-being is a person’s level of comfort, 

health and happiness and today’s society simply is not working 

for the children who have it hardest and their hopes and happi-

ness are fading fast.  

Together the supporters of the Children’s Society can help to 

make children’s lives better by encouraging communities to 

look out for each other and influence decision makers; overturn 

the barriers that hold children back; speak with and listen to 

more young people.  Overturning the decline in young people’s 

well-being is a huge step which is a massive task but with the 

work and support of so many caring people it can be achieved. 

If you would like any further information 

please call me on 752679. New box holders are 

always very welcome.   Gill Kingston 
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The Escalator of Life 

 

Sometimes I feel that I am on an         

escalator perpetually going up to 

heaven, or the summit of my life.  

Sometimes I want the escalator to 

stop, and go backwards to the past. 

Go back to all my family and all that 

I have loved, all who have passed.   

I want to go back to say ‘sorry’ for 

all my past wrongs.                                 

However, I can’t because the         

escalator is still going forward.  

Sometimes I want the escalator to go faster so that I can achieve 

all my life’s goals extra fast. But this isn’t possible either, as I 

might trip and fall down the stairs!  

Instead, I shall go at the escalator’s pace and enjoy the ride,       

appreciating today, being ever-cheerful for what I have today. 

Enjoying every day and being grateful for today, God’s day.  

Only today as it is quickly passed… 

Martin Smith 
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Embracing mystery 
 

Lord, grant me the maturity to embrace mystery 

The faith to receive the irreconcilable 

The strength to live with paradox 

The wisdom to walk with unknowing 

To be fully human 

To relinquish the ego that needs to know, 

To understand, that seeks to be a god. 

Help me to walk in the ways of your kingdom 

Where earthly values are inverted ~ 

The poor become rich, the meek inherit 

The humble are raised up, and death equals life. 

So empower me by your Spirit 

To live the way of the cross. 
 

Anne Linington© 



28 

Jackie is an experienced parish priest, with over ten years of 

working in Ministry Teams in rural 

Dorset, first in Iwerne Minister and 

then in Wareham. For the past four 

years she has been leading a team      

exploring different ways of making          

disciples and creating church on a new housing development in 

Aldershot and is in her final year of studying for an MA in       

mission with the Church Mission Society.   

Jackie is committed to leading worship that enables people to 

connect and grow in their relationship with God across          

worshipping styes and traditions, from Mattins to Forest Church 

and in these days of pandemic, virtual worship. 

Working with local schools as a governor as well as leading        

collective worship and supporting the teaching of RE has been a 

significant feature of her ministry.  Her playful approach and 

reasonable guitar playing usually make collective worship      

engaging for all concerned.  

A gregarious nature and natural curiosity combined with a      

belief in the importance of building relationships and working 

as a community have all contributed to Jackie being involved in 

various community projects, including Incredible Edible and a 
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Community Café.  She has also been active in supporting local 

initiatives to respond to the climate emergency.  

Jackie grew up in Slough, the eldest of six.  She is married to     

David, who after 22 years serving in the army, studied            

engineering, and retrained as a Maths teacher.  David grew up 

in Southsea which explains his fascination with hovercraft.      

Until last year they owned a 15ft cruising hovercraft and are 

now wondering why they sold it!!   They have a son James who 

is married with three children.   

Other members of their household include two lurcher dogs, 

Lucy and Bobby, and a cat, called Jack.   As well as walking 

their dogs, David and Jackie enjoy cycling, completing the        

London to Brighton Bike Ride on a few occasions, watching and 

discussing film as well as getting together with family and 

friends.   

Jackie is also a singer.  Her claim to fame is an appearance with 

her school choir on Pebble Mill at One after they won a prestig-

ious choral competition.  While living in Germany she                

performed with military bands as the guest soprano for several 

‘Last Night of the Proms’ style concerts.  She also joined the     

chorus of one of the local German opera houses for their        

production of Carman.   She is looking forward to when we can 

all sing together once again and hope their new neighbours like 

opera! 
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ST JAMES, YARMOUTH   

The week before Christmas we 

enjoyed 4 different working 

groups preparing the church with 

window arrangements, lanterns, 

the stable and Christmas tree and 

extra cleaning.  We were very 

grateful to the Christmas choir for 

giving us the Carol Service -   

wonderful singing and readings.  

Our two services over Christmas 

were not filled to "spacing" capacity 

but were appreciated by all who 

came to receive Communion. We did 

not have any visitors or families but 

were pleased that the other churches 

in our Benefice offered a good range 

of services.  

Thank you to Leisa for leading our celebrations.  
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ALL SAINTS NATIVITY EXPERIENCE. DECEMBER 24th  

It was a brave decision to hold a crib service at Christmas, it 

would have to be very different than usual. We always try to 

have as many children taking part as possible, that was clearly 

not going to be possible! The only 2 children we could use were 

in a bubble with Sallie. Undaunted the plans were made. Sallie 

found a suitable “experience” and Leisa gave the go ahead. 

Bookings were made and we had a goodly number in church 

for the service. The church was quite full but very socially dis-

tanced. It was great! No singing but George played the piano 

and the children and a fair few parents did actions, the children 

being much better than the adults! Everyone enjoyed it and we 

were glad that we had done it.  

Recently,  I spoke to someone 

who attended with her family. 

She told me how much they 

had all enjoyed it and that it 

was so nice to be able to do 

something with the children 

that they usually did. We 

don’t always appreciate the positive impact that we have. But I 

am sure I am right in saying that our Nativity experience had a 

very positive impact on a lot of people and will be a fond 

memory for many years to come. Many thanks to everyone who 

organised the service and to the adults who were prepared to 

relive their childhoods and dress up as Mary, Joseph and shep-

herd. You were all worthy of an Oscar!  Sallie 
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CHRISTMAS AT CHRIST CHURCH  

Despite the COVID 19 restrictions, we were still able to celebrate the 

birth of Jesus through worship, prayer and music. On Friday 8th De-

cember, we welcomed 45 people to a Service of 9 Lessons and Carols 

given by the West Wight Christmas Choir under the direction of 

Chrissie Acland. Then on Sunday 20th December at our 11:00 Morning 

Prayer, the Christ Church Choir sang a selection of Carols led by Rich-

ard Britton.  The First Communion of Christmas was celebrated by 

Leisa at 11:15pm and at the Christmas Morning Prayer, the Christ 

Church Choir sang See Amid the Winter’s Snow and O Come all Ye 

Faithful. This was particularly appreciated as the Choir received a 

spontaneous round of applause after the uplifting final verse of O 

come all Ye Faithful, designated to be sung on Christmas Morning on-

ly.  On Sunday 27th the theme for the Morning Prayer was “Joy to the 

World”, and Lucie Bell gave a thought-provoking Reflection. Epipha-

ny was celebrated on Sunday 3rd January 2021 via a Zoom Service 

with the FYT parishes led by Hazel Britton and with Jane Walton giv-

ing the Homily.  

Whilst we maintained strict social distanc-

ing through all of our face-to-face Services, 

we were never in a position where we had 

to turn people away. For the wider Com-

munity in Totland, our usual “Nativity 

Scene and Bethlehem Star” were displayed 

in the Lych Gate.  This attracted quite a number of visitors and many 

pictures were taken.  

Christmas 2020 was certainly different, but the good news of 

Christ’s birth still shone as bright as the “Bethlehem Star” that 

was seen in the night sky."  
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NEXT EDITION 

Our next magazine will be a review of February, March and 

April….please take photos of Spring, Lent and Easter  

activities and send them in with a few words, or complete 

articles, by April 16th. 

magazine@christchurchtotland.org.uk  

or via Julia at fytparishes@gmail.com . 

 

Why not share your favourite West Wight walks?  

A book review? Your lockdown experience? 

A favourite prayer or poem? 

Anything that may be of interest to our FYT family - it is 

your magazine! 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

We also need a reporting team - someone from each church 

to tell us what is going on and who will encourage others to 

tell their stories.  

Our churches are full of amazing people who have led, are 

still leading, amazing lives - let’s celebrate them! 

 

Reporters don’t need to produce finished articles—in fact 

we’d rather you didn’t. Just give us the text and pictures 

and we’ll do the rest. 
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They have no need of our help 

So do not tell me 

These haggard faces could belong to you or me 

Should life have dealt a different hand 

We need to see them for who they really are 

Chancers and scroungers 

Layabouts and loungers 

With bombs up their sleeves 

Cut throats and thieves 

They are not  

Welcome here 

We should make them 

Go back where they came from 

They cannot 

Share our food 

Share our homes 

Share our countries 

Instead let us 

Build a wall to keep them out 

It is not OK to say 

These people are just like us 

A place should only belong to who were born there 

Do not be so stupid to think that 

The world can be looked at another way 

(Now read the poem from the bottom upwards) 

Refugees by Brian Bilston 
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The world can be looked at another way 

Do not be so stupid to think that 

A place should only belong to who were born there 

These people are just like us 

It is not OK to say 

Build a wall to keep them out 

Instead let us 

Share our countries 

Share our homes 

Share our food 

They cannot 

Go back where they came from 

We should make them 

Welcome here 

They are not 

Cut throats and thieves 

With bombs up their sleeves 

Layabouts and loungers 

Chancers and scroungers 

We need to see them for who they really are 

Should life have dealt a different hand 

These haggard faces could belong to you or me 

So do not tell me 

They have no need of our help 

Submitted by Janet Harding 

Refugees by Brian Bilston 
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A selection of contact details for support for Island 

residents, correct as of Thursday 4th February. More 

available from the hub. 

ORGANISATION CONTACT DETAILS HELP OFFERED 

West Wight 
Help Hub 

Tel. 752168 weekdays 9.30-12.30  
or email help@westwight.org.uk 
anytime. 

Emotional support;      
prescription deliveries, 
hot meal deliveries,  
grocery collections, 
posting to specialist  
services. 
Help with food for those 
in financial crisis. 

Stroke  
Association  
Local Stroke  
Support, Isle of  
Wight  

If you or someone you care for 
has had a stroke, ring: 01983 
898301 or email: 
iow@stroke.org.uk  
Stroke Association Helpline: 0303 
3033 100   Helpline from a 
textphone:   
18001 0303 3033 100   
Website: www.stroke.org.uk  

During the COVID 19 
outbreak, we continue 
to offer support to 
stroke survivors and 
their close network  

Wessex Cancer 
Trust, Isle of 
Wight 

Help line is operational 10 am – 3 
pm Tue – Fri on 01983 524186. 
You can also email enquiries to: 
isleofwight@wessexcancer.org.uk 

Support line for people 
affected by cancer or 
those who might be  
supporting somebody 
affected by cancer 

Daisy Bus  
services  
(information       
provided by        
Wessex Cancer  
Trust)  

Running to revised timetables 
(meeting Red Funnel car ferry and 
Hovertravel) and free of charge. 
Check all timings carefully.  
Please note:  
Call the minibus driver the day 
before travelling:  
Portsmouth: 0799 000 1072  
Southampton: 0774 777 6874  

Transport links for Island 
Cancer patients             
receiving treatment at 
QA Hospital, Portsmouth 
and Southampton  
General Hospital.  
N.B. The ferry firms offer 
discounts for hospital 
visits. Contact customer 
services. 

mailto:help@westwight.org.uk
mailto:iow@stroke.org.uk
http://www.stroke.org.uk
mailto:isleofwight@wessexcancer.org.uk
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Carers IW  Carers IW Helpline 
533173 – 7 days a week  
8am - 8pm Monday – Friday  
10am – 4pm  Saturday and Sunday    
Email: info@carersiw.org.uk    

Advice and sup-
port for unpaid 
Carers.    

Priority  
Service  
Registers  

Electricity:  
0800 316 5457 (0800 316 5457 text 
phone) www.ssen.co.uk/
PriorityServicesRegister/  
Water: 0330 303 0277  
http://www.southernwater.co.uk/
register-forindividual-needs  
Gas: 0800 072 8625 or 0800 294 8604 if 
you're a Pay as You Go customer.  
Or you can contact by textphone on 
18001 0800 072 8626.  
https://www.britishgas.co.uk/Priority-
Service-Register 

Ensures vulnerable 
people are priori-
tised in the event 
of water or elec-
tricity outage  or 
problems with 
their gas supply.  

IW Council  
Safeguarding  
Team  

Worried that an adult who is  
vulnerable may be at risk of or  
experiencing abuse or neglect?   
Please contact the Adult  
Safeguarding Team at the Isle of 
Wight Council on 01983814980,  
or email  
safeguardingconcerns@iow.gov.uk  

Contact us if you 
are worried 
about an adult 
who is  
vulnerable and 
may be at risk of, 
or experiencing, 
abuse or neglect  

Samaritans Tel: 116123 or e mail: 
jo@samaritans.org  
  
www.samaritans.org/branches/isle-of-
wight/  
  
The Samaritans provide a 24 hours a 
day confidential service  

Support for       
people who are 
experiencing        
feelings of distress 
or despair,          
including those 
which may lead to 
suicide.  

http://www.ssen.co.uk/PriorityServicesRegister/
http://www.ssen.co.uk/PriorityServicesRegister/
http://www.southernwater.co.uk/register-forindividual-needs
http://www.southernwater.co.uk/register-forindividual-needs
https://www.britishgas.co.uk/Priority-Service-Register
https://www.britishgas.co.uk/Priority-Service-Register
mailto:safeguardingconcerns@iow.gov.uk
mailto:jo@samaritans.org
http://www.samaritans.org/branches/isle-of-wight/
http://www.samaritans.org/branches/isle-of-wight/
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RNID (Isle of  

Wight)  

Ring 01983 529533 or email 

iow@hearingloss.org.uk  

General Enquiries - 07774724555 

(Leave a message).  

Batteries/Hearing aids – 

07918740936  

Visual impairment – 07918148177  

Dual Sensory – 07918740942  

Hearing Loss – 07918740912  

RNID are continuing to 

provide service and 

support.   

  

  

Some of their service 

provision has changed 

due to Government 

guidelines.  

RNID has a ‘drive through’ service at its Newport office for Islanders who 

are hearing aid users. The service is designed to provide a safe ‘Covid free’ 

environment.   

The service runs every Wednesday and Thursday. It is appointment only.   

To book ring 07918 740936, 01983 529533 or 07918 133554  

or email iow@hearingloss.org.uk . Website: https://rnid.org.uk/  

Islanders can come along with their hearing aids and have them cleaned, 
serviced and retubed without having to come into physical contact with 
staff.   

Footprint 

Trust  

01983 822282  

E mail: info@footprint-trust.co.uk  

Website:  

www.footprint-trust.co.uk  

Help and advice 

around fuel poverty 

Guidance on energy 

matters  

Citizens  

Advice   

Adviceline: 0800 144 88 48 

and  Textphone: 18001 0800 

144 8884 https://

www.citizensadviceiw.org.uk/  

Money, benefits, 
housing or  
employment is-

sues  

Help Through Crisis: (Isle of Wight Citizens Advice) 

01983 823859 (Direct Dial) or email: helpthroughcrisis@iwcab.org.uk 
 

For all services from Citizens Advice IW see  

https://www.islehelp.me/ 

mailto:iow@hearingloss.org.uk
mailto:iow@hearingloss.org.uk
https://rnid.org.uk/
http://www.citizensadviceiw.org.uk/
mailto:helpthroughcrisis@iwcab.org.uk
https://www.islehelp.me/
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The Priest in Charge of our four 
churches is   

Reverend Leisa Potter 

Tel: 01983 753078 

Email: revleisa@btinternet.com 

 

The administrator for the 4 churches 
is: 

Julia Bridgeman 

Tel: 07930 670 772 

Email: fytparishes@gmail.com 

St Agnes Freshwater Bay All Saints Freshwater 

Christ Church Totland Bay St James Yarmouth 


