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"For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you shall burst 
into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the 
cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off"             
(Isaiah 55:12-13) 
 

A week or so back I shared a concern that my plan for 
a much anticipated week away may be foiled by a lack 
of appropriately priced and located self-catering 
accommodation. Happily, last minute arrangements 
fell into place and last week Keith and I spent a happy 
week in Tewkesbury, catching up, al fresco, with 
nearby siblings (not seen since Jan 2020); attending 
Evensong and Morning Prayer at Tewkesbury Abbey; 
finding peace in 2 of the great Cotswold Cathedrals; 
mooching about the quiet streets of Worcester and 
Gloucester - all interspersed with walks across green 
fields, over the Malvern Hills and along the banks of the 
rivers and canals of the Severn and Avon.  
 

It was strange to be away with so many restrictions still 
in place. The roads were quiet. Shops were open and It 
was interesting to note the similarities (and sometimes 
differences) in approach to Covid restrictions, between 
our own small churches and the Abbey and Cathedrals 
which we visited. I think the starkest difference was 
that in both the Abbey and the Cathedrals all seating 
had been removed. That really made the magnificent 
spaces seem even bigger.  
 

The Abbey seemed most welcoming of visitors. The 
area beyond the choir was roped off, but happily for us, 
they had managed to have a small café and shop 
operating and whilst they were really open only for 
‘personal prayer’ we were also welcomed to walk 
about and soak up the atmosphere.   
 

It was a joy to attend a service of Evensong at the 
Abbey, with the Schola Cantatorum (the Abbey Choir 
School) singing. The choir may well have been socially 
distanced but the closeness of their voices, really hit 
the mark. On Friday I went to Morning Prayer. How 
reassuring, for the few of us who gather at 8.30 on a 
Sunday at St Agnes, to know that our numbers are 
greater than those attending Morning Prayer on a 
Friday at Tewskesbury Abbey! It was a privilege to 
share Morning Prayer with Rev’d Canon Paul Williams 

– just the 2 of us – using handheld tablets, with the 
daily service and readings already downloaded (a 
masterful piece of technology being used in the right 
place, at the right time). 
 

Our house for the week overlooked Tewkesbury 
Marina and the river Avon with views out over open 
fields. One of the days, we took our lunch up on to the 
highest point of the Malvern Hills – now there’s a view 
and on other days we walked along various stretches 
of the Severn and Avon waterways. Each day we were 
away we realised how good it was to be out and about 
again. Not in a big way, not in a rushing here and there 
way, as we may have done before Covid. The 
restaurants and pubs and cafes were pretty well still 
closed down, but somehow that didn’t matter.  
 

It was a joyful week. The time in the Abbey offered 
space for spiritual refreshment, the Spring countryside 
offered that sense of hope and of new things to come 
and the solidity and serenity of the rivers and trees and 
the wonderful Malvern Hills really did seem like “it shall 
be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign 
that shall not be cut off”.  
 

Before our week away I felt a little hesitant about being 
out and about and maybe I still do. There is still 
uncertainty about Covid. But, if you do find an 
opportunity to broaden your horizons once again, then 
I would recommend that you take the chance to “go 
out in joy and be led back in peace” - but do it one step 
at a time, in a way that works for you. (JB) 

 

SERVICES FOR REST OF MAY AND JUNE 
 

ALL SAINTS 
1st Sun  9.30am Holy Communion 
2nd Sun  9.30am Morning Worship 
3rd Sun   9.30am  Morning Worship 
4th Sun  9.30am Morning Worship 
 

ST AGNES – NB: no 1st Sunday service for the time being 
2nd Sun    8.30am Morning Prayer 
3rd Sun    8.30am Morning Prayer 
4th Sun   6.00pm Holy Communion 
 

ST JAMES 
1st Sun 10.00am Morning Worship 
2nd Sun 10.00am Holy Communion 
3rd Sun 10.00am Morning Worship 
4th Sun   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

CHRIST CHURCH 
1st Sun  11.00am Morning Worship 
2nd Sun  11.00am Morning Worship 
3rd Sun   11.00am Holy Communion 
4th Sun  11.00am Morning Worship 
 

ZOOM Morning Prayer 8.30 Monday to Thursdays 
 

5TH SUNDAY of MAY FYT PARISHES ZOOM SERVICE  
   See details overleaf. 

 



PENTECOST SUNDAY 23rd MAY 
CHRIST CHURCH “To make our Pentecost service a little 
different we need your help! Do consider wearing 
Pentecost colours – reds, oranges and yellows – to 
symbolise flames and …we need a Babble!!! If you 
speak a language other than English, would you be 
prepared to stand up and share something along the 
lines of “His spirit is with us” or Holy Spirit you are 
welcome here”. Let one of the Lay Leaders know if this 
is something you might take part in.” 
 

ALL SAINTS If you are coming to All Saints on Pentecost 
Sunday do wear Pentecostal colours or bring 
something colourful, to join in with a Pentecost wave 
of Prayer. 
 

READINGS FOR PENTECOST 
Acts 2:1-21 Psalm 104:26-36. 37b 
Romans 8:22-27        GOSPEL John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 

TRINITY SUNDAY – 30TH MAY 
FYT PARISHES ZOOM SERVICE - 11.00am   
HOSTED BY GEOFF KIRK AND PETER BYATT 
This will be a Songs of Praise with the service content 
being drawn from the three Parishes. A ZOOM LINK 
WILL BE SHARED BY EMAIL 
 

SERVICES IN THE RURAL PARISHES 

There may be times when you can’t see the sort of 
service you would prefer to go to, at a time to suit. 
Clearly, in the FYT Parishes, we are getting used to the 
idea of maybe attending a service at any one of our 4 
churches but don’t forget – we are part of one Mission 
Community and you are always welcome to attend 
services in the Rural parishes. This Sunday you will find 
services in: 
 Brook  09:30 Holy Communion 
 Brighstone 10:30 Morning Worship 
 Shorwell 11:00    Morning Worship 
 Shalfleet 11:00 BCP Morning Prayer 
The next Bulletin, out in time for the first Sunday of 
June, we will include all the services being held across 
the West Wight Mission Community in June. 

 

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE PARISHES 
Don’t look now but we are starting to get dates into 

the church diaries for things other than services.  
 

ALL SAINTS AND ST AGNES 
AN AUTUMN FLOWER FESTIVAL – celebrating God’s 
Creation from Genesis chapter 1 
All Saints church is booked for the above event which 
will run from 1st to 4th October inclusive. It is hoped that 
the Bay Wailers will be able to sing on the Sat night. 
MOTHER’S UNION – a date for your diary All Saints 
Church – the Mother’s Union will hold their annual 
service of readings, prayers and carols on Tues 1st Dec 
at 2.30. 
SYLVIA RUSSELL – a fond farewell - On the 1st June 
Sylvia will be leaving the Island to move to live close to 

her family in Kings Langley Hertfordshire. She has been 
a stalwart member of the Parish for a very long time 
having been in the choir at St Agnes (with her son) in 
the 1960s and then in the choir of All Saints. She has 
been a keen member of the MU, WI, and the Crafting 
group to name just a few and of course a friend and 
great company to many. We thank her for all she has 
done in the Parish. We will miss her but wish her every 
happiness in her new home. 
 

ST JAMES 
St. James APCM (Annual meeting) Sunday 13th June 
after 10am Holy Communion Service. All members of 
the electoral roll are invited to attend this important 
get together of our church family. This is an 
opportunity to elect church officers and to hear up to 
date reports of all that is happening at St. James and 
also an annual way we can show support, together, for 
Leisa, our Team Vicar and now Jackie, our team Rector 
and all the people who work behind the scenes. 
Nomination forms for elected posts are on the table by 
the Font. Please see below regarding APCM elections. 
Please send any apologies to Janet Harding 761260 or 
email - rmjmiow@btinternet.com 

 

APCMS 
 

All Saints/St Agnes   6th Jun  (after 9.30 service) 
St James  13th Jun  (after 10.00 service) 
Christ Church  20th Jun (after 11.00 service) 
 

Don’t forget all Parishes have posts to fill and will 
always welcome help. Do consider whether or not you 
might be able to step forward. However, it is important 
that anyone nominated for a post, such as 
Churchwarden, understands the dimensions of the role 
concerned. If you feel called to stand for election, to 
one of the main offices of a PCC, in any of the churches, 
please do be in contact with Rev’d Leisa, for a chance 
to talk things through.  
 

WEST WIGHT COMMUNITY HUB – AN UPDATE 
With restrictions easing, the hub is winding down its 
regular support. Prescription deliveries finish at the 
end of May and hot meal deliveries on June 4th. The 
meals will be available to eat in the WWSCC cafe from 
June 7th. The hub will still be available for emergencies: 
call 752168 and select option 2. Leave a message if 
there is no answer and we will get back to you. 

 

A THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
 

“If you want more roses –  
plant more roses” 

(Shared by Janet Harding) 
 

NEXT BULLETIN – Out for Sunday 6TH June 2021  
Cut-off date for next Bulletin Notices: Tues 1st June.  
Leisa 01983 753078   revleisa@btinternet.com,  
(The Vicarage, Alum Bay New Rd, Totland PO39 0ES) 
Julia  07930 670772   fytparishes@gmail.com 


