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GOD’S GREAT ‘STORYDOM’ 
Last Sunday was Good 
Shepherd Sunday and we 
heard the Reading from John 
10 beginning "I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the 

sheep”. 
 

At the St Agnes Morning Prayer service, Jill shared a 
Homily from Lincoln Cathedral which considered Jesus’ 
ability to speak “with people in a way that engaged 
them. What he said was accessible, and he would often 
use stories or illustrations that were relevant for the 
time”. The homily writer identified “I am the Good 
Shepherd” as one of seven ‘I am’ sayings of Jesus - along 
with “I am the vine”, “I am the gate/door”, “I am the 
Bread of Life”, “I am the way, the truth and the life”, “I 
am the Light of the world”, “I am the resurrection and 
the life”. 
 

The homily acknowledged that, whilst some of these 
illustrations and images are accessible to us today, 
others are harder to comprehend, because we are in a 
different culture and context. The images don’t have 
the same meaning or relevance for us. So, can the 
images be modernized – be made more accessible?  
 

Apparently, there is a textile display at Launde Abbey 
in Leicestershire, called ‘Jesus Is …’ by Jacqui Parkinson 
which explores the concept of the seven ‘I am’ sayings 
of Jesus. Each piece has a different image designed to 
help people, in modern times, to relate to Jesus and 
understand who He is today. “examples include… Jesus 
is the ‘Rock of Ages’ so that geologists can understand; 
Jesus is the ‘Bread of Life’ so that bakers can 
understand; Jesus is the ‘Good Teacher’ so that 
educationalists can understand; Jesus is the 
‘Cornerstone’…so that architects can understand and 
Jesus is the ‘Good Shepherd’ so that shepherds and 
farmers can understand”.  (After a bit of online 
detective work, I managed to find a copy of the “Jesus 
is the word, so that writers can understand” textile - if 
you are interested, then typing in the following web 
address should take you to the image - www.jacqui-
textile.com/jesus_gallery.htm and if you click on the 
cropped image, you should find the complete image). 
 

The point that the writer of the Lincoln Homily was 
making was that imagery and stories can play a big part 

in the way in which we might re imagine or revitalize 
aspects of our faith, within different contexts.   
 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book this year 
- Living His Story: Revealing the extraordinary love of 
God in ordinary ways (written by Hannah Steele) also 
seeks to do this, by giving a fresh perspective on 
‘evangelism’ - a word, which Steele suggests, can often 
seem a bit ‘scary’. But what if, she asks - “we 
understood evangelism to be storytelling and using 
images and illustrations for the Bible to explain our 
faith in Jesus and what the Christian faith is about?”  
 

She suggests that images and stories can  help us  
“become more confident and creative in the task of 
witnessing” and she goes on to offer a description of 
evangelism as “an invitation and summons to ‘switch 
stories’ and therefore to change lives” and suggests 
that “to be a Christian is indeed to live in a great 
storydom” where we can “see the beauty and privilege 
of belonging within this story of God and of the 
goodness in inviting others through the door by a 
process of transformative imagination”.   
 

I do like the idea of living in God’s great ‘storydom’ and 
that as a Christians, we can invite others, through the 
use of stories and illustrations (like the story of the 
Good Shepherd from John or Jacqui Parkinson’s textile 
designs) to “see the beauty and privilege of belonging 
within this story of God”.  
 

For anyone interested, I have attached a copy of the 
Lincoln Homily for Good Shepherd Sunday. (JB) 
 

SERVICE PATTERN FOR MAY AND JUNE 
 

ALL SAINTS 
1st Sun  9.30am Holy Communion 
2nd Sun  9.30am Morning Worship 
3rd Sun   9.30am  Morning Worship 
4th Sun  9.30am Morning Worship 
 

ST AGNES 
1st Sun  8.30am Morning Prayer 
2nd Sun   8.30am Morning Prayer 
3rd Sun   8.30am  Morning Prayer 
4th Sun   6.00pm Holy Communion 
 

ST JAMES 
1st Sun 10.00am Morning Worship 
2nd Sun 10.00am Holy Communion 
3rd Sun 10.00am Morning Worship 
4th Sun   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

CHRIST CHURCH 
1st Sun  11.00am Morning Worship 
2nd Sun  11.00am Morning Worship 
3rd Sun   11.00am Holy Communion 
4th Sun  11.00am Morning Worship 
 

Zoom Morning Prayer 8.30 Monday to Thursdays 
 

SUNDAY 30TH MAY ZOOM SERVICE FOR THE 
 FYTPARISHES – details to follow. 



NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE PARISHES 
ST AGNES 
There was a reflective service at St Agnes last Sunday 

evening for Good Shepherd Sunday – I 
think all those present really appreciated 

the beautiful vocal contribution of Colin 
and Leisa. Recorded music is all well and good but the 
real thing is worth so much more. 
 

ST JAMES 
An update on St James building work: Scaffolding is 
up! Builders are now carrying out some investigatory 
work to establish where the water is leaking into St 
James, John Quinlan our new surveyor Architect is 
overseeing this investigatory work. If you would like 
any further information,  please contact Peter 
Hellyar,  on 07432714258. Donations towards the cost 
of the work would be welcome, please contact Julia 
(the Administrator) for details of how to contribute.  
 

We have had 4 weeks of live services now and we 
assure everyone a warm welcome. There is still no 
singing and we have to socially distant and wear masks 
but at least we are together. 
 

We miss some of our family members who are not 
able to share with us including the Dennisons, the 
Hodges and Shirley Reynolds. We offer our prayers that 
they and all who are suffering, may know God's 
presence, protection, provision and His peace. 
 

New rotas of duties for all the services are being 
prepared now - if you wish to "stand down or pick up", 
please contact Janet Harding 761260. 
 

Please pray for Leisa and the PCC who have serious 
decisions to make and responsibilities to carry. 
 

We need an organist to help lead our services (or 
perhaps a pianist who would like to play the organ). 
 

Christian Aid Week Would anyone be interested to run 
a virtual Quiz for Christian Aid in May? Resources 
available. 
 

Date for the diary - Tea at the Towers 11th August 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
A note from Hazel at Christ Church – “Our Place has 
resumed in line with current Covid restrictions. We are 
running 2 sessions on Tuesday mornings which must be 
booked in advance. 10.30 - 11.30 and 11.30 - 12.30. 
Please book on 752618 and choose option 2 for the 
hub”. 
Our Place Community Café is a FREE weekly drop-in 
chat and support session for anyone of any age and in 
any circumstance. It is staffed by volunteers from the 
local churches and community and supported by a 
wide range of professional organisations. It offers a 
safe environment to access support and advice or 
simply to chat over a cuppa. 
 

“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light 

on my path” (Ps 119:105) 

COMMUNICATION 
 

Ordinarily, the next Bulletin would be out for the 3rd 
Sunday of the month. However, I will be on Annual 
Leave during the preceding week. As this is a 5 Sunday 
month there is an opportunity to include a  Bulletin for 
4th and 5th Sundays of May.  
 

In anticipation of the world looking slightly more 
organised in the months to come with more of us being 
regularly back in church, we are reviewing our means 
of communication and the possibility of moving to a 
monthly Bulletin in a booklet format (a little like the old 
Freshwater/Yarmouth Contact Magazine). This will be 
easy to reproduce, if more copies are required and will 
be sent out electronically to those online, along with 
print copies for those not online (as per the current 
Bulletin). Copies can be left in Church for people to pick 
up if that’s what churches want. Content will be 
relevant to the church going communities with details 
of services, contact information, a note of the readings 
and news from each of the Parishes and Notices of 
events. It would come out in time for the 1st Sunday of 
each month.  
 

We’ve come a long way in terms of communication. 
We have websites for each of the churches and active 
‘A Church Near You’ pages for each church. There is an 
active FYT Parishes Facebook page and also the ability 
to reach out to in excess of 180 people via the FYT 
Parishes Community email list. 
 

For the time being the Magazine will be produced 
quarterly. The Magazine is a chance to showcase, 
through photographs and articles and reviews and 
reflections, the mission and ministry which takes place 
within our churches. (A big thank you to Hazel Britton 
and Jane Walton  for their skill and effort in pulling the 
Magazine together). 
 

As I’ve said before - Bulletins, Magazines, Facebook 
pages and Websites are only as good at the content 
available. Those of us involved in communication are 
dependent on everyone for interesting and stimulating 
content, so please remember to share any news and 
views and items of interest that others may wish to 
hear about.  
 

If you have any thoughts regarding Communication in 
and between the Parishes, please speak to one of the 
churchwardens, Leisa, Hazel or me. (JB) 
   

 
LOOK OUT FOR THE SPRING MAGAZINE  

– DUE OUT FOR EARLY MAY 
 

 
NEXT BULLETIN – Out for Sunday 23rd May 2021 Cut-
off date for next Bulletin Notices: Tues 18th May.  

Leisa 01983 753078   revleisa@btinternet.com,  
(The Vicarage, Alum Bay New Rd, Totland PO39 0ES) 

Julia  07930 670772   fytparishes@gmail.com 


