
A Meditation by Peter the Apostle– The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
 
Peter: 
I don’t know who was the more surprised, us or them? 
 
They were bewildered, certainly, unable to make head or tail of what was going on, amazed to 
hear us speaking to them in their own language and wondering what on earth it could mean. 
But if anything, our astonishment was the greater, each of us scarcely able to believe what 
was happening. 
 
Yes, I know we’d been told to expect it, the promise given by Christ himself, but as to what it 
meant, what it actually involved, we’d no idea until that incredible moment when the Spirit 
came. No warning, no tell-tale signs, just bang! – and our lives were changed for ever.  
 
Truthfully, I never thought I had it in me, to get out there and speak fearlessly for Christ – and 
as for sharing in his ministry, continuing where he had left off, the very idea seemed 
ridiculous. Only, that’s what happened – gifts beyond our wildest imagining, power beyond 
our most fantastic dreams, a joy that burned unquenchably within us and a sense of purpose 
which nothing could contain. 
 
We were no longer on our own, gazing wistfully to the heavens – Christ was with us, and in a 
way more wonderful than he’d ever been before; not just by our side, but in our hearts, filling 
our whole being with his presence. It was more than we’d ever expected, more than any of us 
had dared hope for, and we had to pinch ourselves to be sure it was true.  
 
But it was, and I tell you what, impossible though it seems, I shouldn’t wonder if God has 
more yet in store, new experiences of his love, new expressions of his purpose, not just for 
us but for everyone, his Spirit poured out on all, just as the prophet said – nothing will 
surprise us now! 
 
A prayer for Pentecost 
 
Gracious God, we are reminded today of the renewing, transforming power of your Holy 
Spirit, through whom you have fired ordinary people like us across the years to live and work 
for you in joyful faith and fearless service. Help us to know today, through that same Spirit, 
that you are able to take any person, any place, any moment, any situation, and achieve 
within each one, things far more wonderful than we can ever begin to imagine. 
 
In Christ’s name we pray. 
 
Amen. 


