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INTERCESSIONS – CHRISTCHURCH SUNDAY 24 APRIL 2021 

 

Let us come before the Lord in prayer. To help us clear our minds let us think 

on three short passages from scripture as we draw near to God’s loving 

presence: 

GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD FOR HE IS GOOD. HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER. 

Psm 107 v1 

THOSE WHO HOPE IN THE LORD WILL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH. THEY WILL 

SOAR ON WINGS LIKE EAGLES; THEY WILL RUN AND NOT GROW WEARY, 

THEY WILL WALK AND NOT BE FAINT. Isa 40 v31 

FOR I AM PERSUADED THAT NEITHER DEATH NOR LIFE … NOR ANYTHING 

ELSE IN CREATION CAN SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD THAT IS IN 

CHRIST JESUS. Rom 8 vv 38-39 

Eternal Father, who is and was and ever shall be, creation shouts your glory. 

Everything that exists is the work of your hands. We give thanks that you have 

formed us in your own image. You give us all that is required for life on Earth. 

You give us power to reason and emotions to share. You teach us how to love 

and know that we are loved. You show us great sights of awesome wonder and 

every day bestow upon us blessings beyond measure. Teach us, Heavenly 

Father, to live as you would have us live. Remind us constantly that we are but 

temporary travellers on this beautiful planet and instil in us a determination to 

treat that great privilege with humble thanks by caring for the environment 

and all the living creatures that share our space.  

Lord, in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

Loving Lord, forgive us our failure to share the gifts of your creation fairly 

across society. You continue to give freely. You gave your only Son, our Saviour 

Jesus Christ, to show us the way to eternal life and yet we so often cling to 

earthly comforts that make us feel secure. We know that we do not have to 

look far to find people for whom security and comfort are merely the words of 

dreams. Their daily reality is hardship, a constant struggle just to reach the end 

of a day and then perhaps to face the many fears that another night may bring. 

Teach us not simply to be aware of those who are vulnerable but inspire us to 

do something about it, just as Jesus showed us love in action. We ask you to 
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bless the work of organisations who serve the hidden society in our midst; we 

especially ask you to encourage those in the West Wight who volunteer for the 

community hub, that through their practical actions they may continue to 

bring relief to replace despair.  In the silence, let us for a moment bring to 

mind a person or organisation dedicated to supporting others and give thanks 

for all they do in connecting our otherwise broken society.  (SILENCE) 

Lord, in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

God of peace and lover of concord, we bring before you the many places of the 

world where war, violence and injustice rage. We pray for all those who are 

caught up in areas where there seems no hope of peace and where violence, 

corruption and fear have become a part of everyday life. We pray for innocent 

victims; for parents who risk everything to keep their children out of harms 

way and for the children themselves who grow up witnessing atrocities and 

despair that no child should ever experience. We pray for refugees and anyone 

who is forced to flee their home.  It is hard for us to imagine the agonies so 

many people have to endure; a news item relayed into the comfort of our 

homes often shocks us for a moment before the next piece of news tumbles 

out and we are distracted once again. But let us now, in the silence of our 

hearts, recall a news item that has shocked us to the core and seared into our 

heart.  We pray that, even in the midst of almost unthinkable despair, your 

presence will end suffering, heal and restore.  (SILENCE) Teach us, dear Lord, 

not to be passive bystanders when we encounter intolerance and injustice in 

our own communities. May our actions always demonstrate your truth and 

may others come to know that, with your living word as an everlasting light, all 

things are possible and nothing is beyond your loving power.   

Lord, in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

 

God of Love, you sent Jesus as the Good Shepherd to tend your flock scattered 

over all the earth. We pray for the universal church that, together, we remain 

seekers of the kingdom guided by scripture and nourished by prayer. We 

remember, especially, Christians who form small minorities in countries that 

have yet to know your eternal truths revealed to us by grace. We pray for all 
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those who take the good news of the gospel into the darkest recesses of the 

world, often at huge risk to themselves. Give them courage and a constant 

assurance that you are with them regardless of the dangers they encounter. 

We pray for all who respond to the great commission to go into all the world to 

bring the gospel of hope, as individuals or through organisations that serve 

others in the name of your precious son. May eyes and ears be newly opened 

to your glory and may voices yet unheard shout your praise.  

Lord, in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

Christ the Healer of the sick, we give thanks for the amazing progress that has 

been made in the fight against Covid-19 and, especially, for the success of the 

vaccination roll out which fills us with hope. We give thanks that you continue 

to inspire medical care professionals and scientific researchers in discovering 

ways to alleviate the suffering caused by the pandemic. In your mercy, you 

have seen fit to release us from the grip of this terrible virus that has changed 

our lives and taken many others. But in our joy we weep for the plight of those 

nations who continue to struggle in controlling the virus. We have seen 

harrowing scenes in India, as oxygen supplies are almost used up and the 

chaos of hospitals turning away dying patients because resources are so 

limited. We think of Brazil and so many other countries where the virus 

remains rampant and regions across the world, like the great continent of 

Africa, which have no access to the relief that vaccinations bring. Lord, once 

again this pandemic has demonstrated your eternal truth that we are one 

world, brothers and sisters regardless of where we happen to live or the colour 

of our skin. Steer us away from the divisive forces of nationalism and 

triumphalism and, by compassion and grace, teach us to accept all humanity as 

one great family under your merciful care, just as the Good Shepherd cares for 

the needs of every one of the flock.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.  

 

Comforter divine, we ask your tender care for all who suffer in body and mind. 

For those who are sick, those who are anxious, those who are lonely, those 

who are weary of life, those who suffer depression, are physically frail or in 
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pain. Break into their lives, Lord, and enfold them in your loving arms. Assure 

them of your love and make each one aware that they are dearly loved, just as 

they are and wherever they are.  

We ask your blessing to be with any visitors to Christ Church today and for 

members of our church family wherever they may be this morning. Especially, 

we remember those who maybe experiencing uncertainty. We pray for Lizzie 

who is expecting a hip replacement operation tomorrow, for Martyn as he 

recovers from a quadruple heart bypass, for Neil and Jane as thy continue to 

recover from eye surgery, for Doreen as she begins a period of respite at 

Inglefield, for Maureen as she adapts to new surroundings on the mainland, 

and for those who cannot worship with us but do so in the peace of their own 

homes. 

 In the silence, let us bring to mind someone close to us and ask that they may 

be placed in God’s loving hands. (SILENCE).  

Lord, in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

Finally, we pray for ourselves.  Compassionate Father, you know us better than 

we know ourselves. You continually give us strength but you also understand 

our frailty. We come before you now in humility and hope, trusting in your 

great mercy and loving care. You have shown in the lives of so many who have 

gone before us what it means to follow your living word and you continue to 

work your glorious purposes through ordinary men and women like us in every 

generation. Taking Christ as our example, may we each be newly inspired by 

your grace and responsive to your will. We close our intercessions with words 

we heard sung at the beginning of this service and may your Holy Spirit move 

our hearts to turn these words into a lifelong personal commitment.  

“In Christ alone, my hope is found. He is my light, my strength, my song. My 

Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand… Till He returns or 

calls me home, here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.”  

Heavenly Father, accept these and all our prayers, in the name of your son, 

our saviour, Jesus Christ. AMEN.  


