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HOW WELL DO WE KNOW 
OUR CHURCH NEIGHBOURS? 
 

I consider myself to be a 
seasoned, self-catering 
aficionado, adept at reading 

between the lines to find a cracking opportunity for a 
UK getaway. ‘Pub within a mile, dogs welcome, no 
noisy neighbours, a quiet outside space, nearby coffee 
shop and paper shop  and a local church or two to 
investigate. So, with restrictions easing and post 
pandemic light on the horizon, I figured I might book a 
week away. You know the sort of thing - an out of the 
way, (Covid safe)  self-catering cottage, maybe not far 
from a few family members, so that we might have a 
chance of an alfresco catch up. There are always some 
little gems available late April and into May. Haha - not 
this year! Unsurprisingly, with foreign holidays way 
down the ‘opening up’ agenda, not only are there very 
few places available this spring but those that aren’t 
already booked are pretty pricey! So, I think, maybe, I 
shall have to leave my Spring break until later in the 
year. But, what to do instead? 
 

Happily, much of what I might look for in a ‘self-
catering week away’ I can find on my own doorstep. 
Pubs, coffee shops, great walks with great views and 
some engaging independent shops to browse in. And 
let’s face it – we do have a fair few churches in the 
vicinity. But one of things about being away, is the 
opportunity to engage with the unfamiliar, so staying 
at home doesn’t quite cut it in terms of pubs and walks 
and coffee shops etc. I am pretty familiar with them all. 
BUT – I have to admit, I am less familiar with our 
churches.  
 

Like many others, I’m sure, I have worshipped at some 
time or another, in perhaps 3 or 4 of the West Wight 
churches and I did go to a wedding in St Swithin’s in 
Thorley some years back and when I applied for the 
post of Administrator, I set out, prior to the interview, 
to visit all the churches in the West Wight Mission 
Community. However, I confess that whilst I did 
manage to find St James’ Church, Kingston (a bit of a 
challenge), I never did manage to visit All Saints Church, 
Calbourne and I’m sorry to say I have never stepped 
foot in St Michael the Archangel in Shalfleet.  So, I’ve 
been thinking, if I don’t get away for my ideal ‘self-
catering week away’ this spring, maybe I will simply 
stay here in the West Wight and yes, go for coffee (al-

fresco of course), have lunch in one of the pub gardens 
and a mooch around some of our lovely, local shops but 
maybe, first and foremost, I should take some time to 
engage with some of our church neighbours, just as I 
might if I was away. After all, we are now part of the 
West Wight Mission Community - a community of 
many amazing churches.  
 

I hope we might all agree that one of the most 
important things to come from the FYT Parishes 
experience of the past year, is a new sense of 
interconnectedness and a growing understanding of 
the community we live in. Two weeks ago, we held the 
first ‘United Service’ for the West Wight Mission 
Community and around 140 people were online. There 
were familiar and unfamiliar faces from churches we 
know well and churches we might just know by dint of 
geography. Maybe this Spring, if we can’t yet travel as 
we might wish, we look on it as an opportunity to take 
a closer look at the communities on our doorsteps and 
make sure we find out a little more about our fellow 
worshippers and the churches in which they worship. 
(JB) 

 

EASTER 
He is not here. He is risen. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

“As we reflect on the past year and look towards 
the Spring – we wish you all a happy Easter – 

from Leisa and Colin.” 
 

Sat 6.00pm  St Agnes A service of Light  
Sun 9.30am  All Saints Holy Communion 
Sun 9.00am  St James Holy Communion 
Sun      11.00am  Christ Church Holy Communion 
Sun  6.00pm St Agnes Easter Evening Prayer 
 

A prayer for Easter 

Lord of life 

We pray for all who bring your word of life 

As a light to those in darkness 

For those who bring your word of peace 

To those enslaved by fear 

For those who bring your word of love 

To those in need of comfort 

Lord of love and Lord of peace 

Lord of resurrection life 

Be known 

Through our lives 

and through your power 

Christ the Lord is risen to-day 

ALL: Alleluia! 
 

EGGS FOR ST MARY’S The Chaplain at St Mary’s 
hospital got in touch to ask if West Wight Mission 
Community Parishes might be able to donate some 
Easter eggs, for distribution amongst the hospital staff 
on Easter Day. The FYT Parishes were pleased to 
contribute 144 Cadbury’s Crème Eggs with some 
additional contributions being made by individuals. 



THE ZOOM ROOM 
Zoom  Morning Prayer will continue each Monday – 
Thursday at 8.30am. The link will be shared regularly 
by Email. 
 

FYT PARISHES - NEWS AND VIEWS AND SERVICES  
 
SPRING MAGAZINE – the next FYT Parishes Magazine 
will be out for May. The Magazine team will be looking 
back at Spring, Lent and Easter activities and looking to 
share good news stories and stories of hope. The cut- 
off date for items is the 16th of April. Don’t forget – the 
team would love to hear from anyone who would like 
to take on a ‘reporting’ role for each of the Parishes. To 
ensure that enough copies of the Magazine are printed, 
if you have, in the past, delivered or supplied copies to 
specific outlets please let the Magazine team know 
how many copies you will need.  
Contact for the magazine is: Hazel Britton on 753947 or 
email: magazine@christchurchtotland.org.uk    

 

APCMs  
All Saints and St Agnes – after the 9.30am service on 
18th April 2021 
 

Christ Church – after the 11.00am service on 25th April 
2021 
 

St James – date to be confirmed. 
 

NEWS FROM ST JAMES 
The Churchwardens would like to share a building 
update – a report is included with this Bulletin. Even if 
you don’t worship at St James do take a look – it’s a 
glimpse into day to day challenges in managing our 
church buildings. 
 

PALM SUNDAY IN ST AGNES AND ALL SAINTS – thanks 
to Peter Kingston and Jill Reynolds for their reviews 
 

“Palm Sunday was the first Communion service in the 
Church this year and a very good congregation came to 
celebrate. Due to the necessity to have social-spacing 
between us the Church was almost full to its reasonable 
capacity. It was good to have hymns – if only from 
recordings and sadly we are not supposed to sing along. 
Just to hear the familiar words of the service and the 
music and to see people ‘live’ was a sign that the much 
hoped for return to normality is on its way. As the clocks 
had gone forward it meant that we were able to leave 
into the light of a spring evening and hopefully after the 
uplift of the celebration return home with a ‘spring in 
our step’.” (PK) 
 

“What a joy it was to be able to worship in church on 
Palm Sunday. A small but happy group started their day 
with morning worship at St Agnes at 8.30, Palm crosses 
were distributed to all. All Saints at 9.30 were treated 
to a double act of Leisa and Sallie. It was a total joy to 
be present in the building, and so nice to see so many 
of our church family there. Both churches were 

sparkling and many thanks to those people who clean, 
dust and polish. It was especially joyous in All Saints to 
have organ music at the start and end of the service.  
What a special occasion it will be to celebrate Easter in 
our churches this Sunday”. (JR) 
 

Churches remain open for personal prayer as follows: 
 

All Saints Tuesdays and Thursdays 
St Agnes Everyday 
Christ Church Mondays and Thursdays 
St James Mondays and Thursdays  
 

 

As we look towards the summer Leisa and the 
Churchwardens will continue their work to establish a 
pattern of worship, which is balanced across the FYT 
Parishes Community. A service pattern that makes the 
most of the many gifts of all our worship leaders. The 
basic service pattern, put in place prior to the New 
Year lockdown, is set out below. It is hoped that other 
services and worship opportunities (including Zoom) 
will be added over time.  
 

ALL SAINTS 
1st Sun  9.30am Holy Communion 
2nd Sun  9.30am Morning Worship 
3rd Sun   9.30am  Morning Worship 
4th Sun  9.30am Morning Worship 
 

ST AGNES 
1st Sun  8.30am Morning Prayer 
2nd Sun   8.30am Morning Prayer 
3rd Sun   8.30am  Morning Prayer 
4th Sun  8.30am Morning Prayer 
  6.00pm Holy Communion 
ST JAMES 
1st Sun 10.00am Morning Worship 
2nd Sun 10.00am Holy Communion 
3rd Sun 10.00am Morning Worship 
4th Sun   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

CHRIST CHURCH 
1st Sun  11.00am Morning Worship 
2nd Sun  11.00am Morning Worship 
3rd Sun   11.00am Holy Communion 
4th Sun  11.00am Morning Worship 
 

It is anticipated that on any 5th Sunday of the month 
there will be a FYT Parishes or West Wight Mission 
Community united service/event.  
 

SCAM WARNING! We are aware of a scam text, 
purporting to be from the Census saying that there is 
incorrect information on the form and to avoid a £1000 
fine visit censu.unpaid-feesgov.com/ PLEASE IGNORE!  
 
NEXT BULLETIN – Out for Sunday 18th April 2021 Cut-
off date for next Bulletin Notices: Tues 13th April 

Leisa 01983 753078   revleisa@btinternet.com,  
(The Vicarage, Alum Bay New Rd, Totland PO39 0ES) 

Julia  07930 670772   fytparishes@gmail.com 

mailto:magazine@christchurchtotland.org.uk

