
AN EASTER REFLECTION FROM REV’D JACKIE MAW 

He is risen!  He is risen indeed! 

Easter feels more visceral this year.  The feeling of coming alive as together we emerge 

from lockdown.  Will we emerge like butterflies from our cocoons, or will we emerge like 

bears from our caves after a long hibernation?  I think both analogies have merit, although 

I don’t think I will begin to feel like a butterfly until I’ve been to the hairdressers! 

Once again, we celebrate this unique event in history.  The resurrection of Jesus, the 

Christ, the Messiah.  The moment when Abba Father, vindicated the life, ministry and 

passion of the Son, as Jesus broke free from the power of death, bringing liberation to all of us held captive 

and separated from God by our failures and brokenness.   

Each year we are invited to contemplate this deep universal truth that life comes through death, literally 

embodied in the person of Jesus.  What do we make of it all?  How do we get our rational minds around the 

events witnessed by Jesus’ followers and recorded in the writings they have left for us? 

Quantum physics and chaos theory are demonstrating that our universe is more mysterious than we can 

imagine with our rational minds.     It is said that Physicist Richard Feynman said that if anyone claimed to 

understand quantum physics they clearly didn’t.  Scientists, following the evidence of their eyes and the data 

are re- thinking their once held certainties and beliefs about how the universe operates and are mystified by 

what is being revealed. 

Jesus’ friends followed the evidence of their eyes and their data, an empty tomb which held the body of 

Jesus, was now empty, followed by encounters with their friend who was both the same and different, 

existing in a different realm or dimension as we might say.  Jesus resurrection changed their own firmly held 

certainties and beliefs about who God is and the way that God works in the world.  But that was to come 

later.  On Easter Sunday morning, Jesus’ friends were as confused and unsure about what to make of it all as 

some of us are today. 

To contemplate the resurrection requires not the suspension of our rational minds, but to go beyond that 

which the rational mind can comprehend, to transrational thinking.  This way of thinking encompasses all of 

our senses and understandings, taking us to a deeper and greater understanding of our world and the one 

who created it.  It opens us up to the Spirit’s work of revelation, of helping us to see that which we cannot 

see on our own.   

We are all aware that we are all being called to active service in West Wight.  But this is a moment to pause, 

to celebrate, to reflect and wonder at the awesome power of our Creator who raised Christ from the dead 

by the power of the Spirit.  The same Spirit is at work in us, to renew and restore and will one day, when 

death has done its worst, will raise us up to life once again.  

Happy Easter 

Jackie 
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