
“So, I invite you during Lent to fill your hearts with the Good News of Jesus and read the whole of Mark’s 
Gospel, a little each day”. 
  
Why read Mark’s Gospel? With thoughts for Lent turning to Mark’s Gospel I thought I would see what 
people say about Mark’s Gospel.  
 
By way of a summary ‘The Ultimate Bible Summary Collection’ offers the following summary:  
 

“The book of Mark is a Gospel that contains Narrative History, Sermons, Parables, and some Prophetic 
Oracles. This Gospel has somewhat of an emphasis in miracles (27 total) which is significantly more than any 
of the other Gospels. The key word in Mark is "Immediately" which is used 34 times causing the reader to 
move from one account to the next rapidly. Mark is the shortest of the synoptic gospels and was written 
about 64 A.D. The key personalities of this book are Jesus Christ, His Twelve Disciples, Jewish religious 
leaders, Pilate, and John the Baptist. 
 

It was written by John Mark who was one of the missionaries who accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their 
mission trips. It is possible that Mark wrote this Gospel at the urging of Peter (his companion in Rome) since 
he had first-hand knowledge of the things that Mark wrote about. 
 

The purpose of the Gospel of Mark is to show that the Lord Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God who was 
sent to suffer and to serve in order to rescue and restore mankind. 
 

The 16 chapters of the Gospel of Mark can be divided into two parts, 8 chapters each. In the first 8 chapters 
Jesus is essentially traveling north and preaching until chapter 8. In Chapter 8, Jesus is in the city of Caesarea 
Philippi where He asks His disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” (vs. 27). Peter replies, “You are the 
Christ”. Throughout the last 8 chapters, Jesus is traveling south, back to Jerusalem; all the way to Calvary’s 
Cross”. 
 
Other comments regarding the Gospel of Mark 
 

“Many readers can easily pick up their New Testament, read the Second Gospel, and walk away better 
informed about the life, ministry, and passion of Jesus Christ. They can even, as a result, grow in their love 
for our Lord and live more faithful lives as his disciples”. (John Goodrich – Zondervan Academic.com) 
 

“A significant majority of scholars consider it to have been the first Gospel written and a primary source for 
both Matthew and Luke. Mark writes with a powerful and energetic literary style, full of drama, mystery, and 
color. Like the other Gospels, he provides a unique portrait of Jesus, with a special insight into who Jesus was 
and what he came to accomplish”. (Mark L Strauss – bibleproject.com) 
 

“Several things make St. Mark’s Gospel quite different than the other three. You won’t come across several 
long sermons in Mark’s Gospel (only two, to be exact), nor will you find the “back story” of the nativity that 
you do in Matthew and Luke. No, in Mark, Jesus is a God of action, performing miracles and casting out 
demons at every drop of the hat and turn of the page. St. Mark’s Gospel is fast-paced and power packed, 
which is one reason that the symbol associated with St. Mark is the lion. Jesus’ power and might are seen 
on every page… it’s as though when Christ speaks, heaven roars with love and mercy”. (Mark Hart on 
lifeteen.com) 
 

“Special Characteristics Mark's Gospel is a simple, succinct, unadorned, yet vivid account of Jesus' ministry, 
emphasizing more what Jesus did than what he said. Mark moves quickly from one episode in Jesus' life and 
ministry to another, often using the adverb "immediately". The book as a whole is characterized as "The 
beginning of the gospel" The life, death and resurrection of Christ comprise the "beginning," of which the 
apostolic preaching in Acts is the continuation”. (biblestudytools.com/mark/). 
 
Maybe after Easter and after reading Mark you might like to share your own observations regarding the 
Gospel of Mark.           
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