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PARISH BUSINESS 
It’s Parish Return time. The time when 
we record the data for our parishes, 
creating a ‘snapshot’ of the past year 
through the completion of our ‘Statistics 
for Mission’ form (available  nowadays 
electronically, on the C of E Portal). The 

time of year when we look through the service registers 
and consider the size and shape of our church 
communities and answer a number of questions: How 
many are on the electoral roll? How many new people 
joined the church? How many left? What types of 
services or church expressions have been held during 
the year? What was service attendance like in October 
and through Advent and over Christmas? (remember 
it’s a snapshot). How many baptisms, weddings and 
funerals took place? How many funerals did a member 
of your clergy team take outside of the Parish? What 
factors have affected your Church’s Statistics for 
Mission? 
 

Filling in such forms is not the most inspiring task, but 
data and statistics do tell stories. Looking through the 
church service registers can be a sobering business 
(congregation size is plain for all to see!) and recording 
individual numbers of ‘bums on seats’ can be seen as a 
faintly pointless, but if someone, sometime in the 
future, were to look at our church registers for 2020 (or 
our Statistics for Mission) that stark ‘cliff edge’ of 15th 
March would give a clear indication that something 
quite unprecedented, happened last spring.  
 

Thankfully, this year’s ‘Parish Return’ leaves Easter 
aside but does include an opportunity to record other 
types of worship offered in and around the Parish/es 
(not just ‘bums on seats’)  – Zoom services, recorded 
services, shared home resources, dial up services, 
signposting & other acts of Mission in the Community. 
I imagine when the data is collated and analysed, it will 
reveal just how resourceful many churches became.  
 

This week, I’m looking at the All Saints and St Agnes 
Return and apart from the obvious sadness of seeing 
all the Sunday services missing from the Registers 
between March and August, what also stands out, is 
the lack of Weddings and Funerals in church.  
 

The fact that couples still do want to marry in Church is 
a lovely thing, but many couples, this past year, have 
had their dream day postponed and sadly some have 

now had double postponements. So, unsurprisingly, 
this year’s Statistics for Mission will show a lack of 
weddings BUT next year’s statistics will tell a very 
different story!  
 

And reflecting on funeral services - perhaps 
surprisingly, given the year we’ve had, the statistics 
show us that that there were maybe fewer funeral 
services in church last year, despite our worship 
leaders having many funerals booked in their diaries! 
This probably reflects the fact that it has not been 
possible to say goodbye to loved ones, in the way we 
might have wished, with many choosing a small 
Cremation based service, whilst planning a later, larger 
celebration or memorial service when numbers allow.  
 

And Baptisms? One of the great joys in church is to 
welcome babies and children (and grown-ups too) into 
the family of God and once again, whilst we may not 
normally have lots of Baptisms in the FYT Parishes, they 
are notable this year, by their absence in the registers. 
 

Of course, our church registers tell us a very local story. 
But what of the Statistics for Mission once they are 
collated across the country? Do they tell us more? 
Once collated, the data (which look so dry and 
uninteresting on a form) will reveal new stories of local, 
regional and national variations regarding the impact 
of Covid and will also raise questions. Taking October 
and Christmas as the usual snapshot – Where were the 
churches who were able to start services quickly once 
restrictions were lifted? Why did some lack confidence 
to re-open? Did some churches return to near normal 
numbers? Were there local and national patterns to 
the Covid experience, in terms of church services? Did 
city, town or rural communities fair better and why? 
Was the experience in terms of Weddings, Baptisms 
and Funerals the same across the country and if not, 
why not? 
 

So, whilst statistics, by and large, may get a bad press 
let’s not forget the stories that hide behind the 
numbers - each one of which, in parish terms, is a 
person. (JB) 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to local couple -  
Jed Pelosi and Ellie-May Gamble. 
 

 
Jed asked permission to 
set the scene in St Agnes 
Church, as a surprise, to 
propose to Ellie-May on 

St Valentine’s Day. 
 

We look forward to 
hosting their wedding in 

2022. 
Congratulations to you 

both. 



COMFORTABLE WORDS FOR LENT from Michael 
Weaver, shared by Gill Kingston 
 

Dear Friends, because of over-familiarity I tend to say 
or read some words too fast without much thought. 
These words below when read slowly and thoughtfully 
seem very appropriate for the beginning of Lent this 
year. I commend them to you. 
 

"Hear what comfortable words Our Saviour Christ says 
to all who truly turn to him.  
Come unto to me all that travail and are heavy laden 
and I will refresh you. 
So, God loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son to the end that all who believe in him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. 
Hear also what St Paul says.  
This is a true saying and worthy all men to be received 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
Hear also what St John says. 
If any man sin we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ - the righteous ; and he is the propitiation 
for our sins. " 
 

Best wishes, prayers and love for a rewarding Lent 
MICHAEL. 
 

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE PEWS 
 

ST JAMES 
Sad to share news that Angela Clarke died on 14th 
February. We send our love to her family and gratitude 
for her friendship, faith and love of music. 
 

This last week we have had full building and electricity 
surveys in St James.  
 

We hope to open for 2 days a week for private prayer 
in March. 
 

There will be no Women’s' World Day of Prayer service 
on March 5th. 
 

Keith Rose has floated the idea of a "virtual cake stall" 
in aid of church funds. Who would like a homemade 
cake and are there any cooks who would be will be 
willing to make them (& have cost refunded)? If there 
is sufficient interest on both sides - more details later 
(contact Janet Harding, to begin with,761260) 
 

PCC meeting via Zoom on Tuesday 23rd. Feb. at 10am 
 

ALL SAINTS AND ST AGNES 
The PCC is pleased to note that Anne Powell feels called 
to explore the role of becoming an Anna Chaplain. 
Details of the Anna Chaplaincy can be found on 
www.annachaplaincy.org.uk 
 
CHRIST CHURCH 
The next PCC meeting - Wed 17th March 2.00pm 
The APCM is scheduled to take place on Sunday 25th 
April after the Sunday morning service. 

 

NOTICE OF NEW APPOINTMENT 
The Revd Leisa Potter is to be:  

Assistant Diocesan Director of Ordinands 
To be licensed: 2nd March 2021 

To remain Team Vicar West Wight Team Ministry 
 
 

SERVICE INFORMATION 
 

Due to ongoing Covid restrictions our advertised 
services in Church remain suspended. Our churches are 
open for personal prayer as follows: 
 

All Saints Tuesdays and Thursdays 
St Agnes Everyday 
Christ Church Mondays and Thursdays 
St James Currently remains closed 
 

ZOOM SERVICES: 
 

Sunday 21st and 28th Feb Zoom service at 11.00am 
 

Morning Prayer is being Zoomed Mondays -  Thursdays 
inclusive, at 8.30am, throughout February.  
 

Morning Prayer is being said at St Agnes early on 
Sunday mornings. 
 

There will a Zoomed Lent Group gathering at 7pm on 
Wednesdays throughout Lent. 
 

Leisa and the Churchwardens will review the Services 
situation on 1st March. 
 
 

ANOTHER TOP TIP FROM TOM (Jackson) 
 

Konnect Radio is the UK’s 
first mixed format Christian 
Radio Station. This means 
you will hear the likes of 
Coldplay, Adele and Avicii 

together with Rend Collective, Crowder and Lauren 
Daigle. To listen you can: download the Konnect Radio 
app from the App Store or via Google Play; listen via a 
smart speaker or listen via www.konnectradio.com  
 

Come Lord, come to us, 

Enter our darkness with your light, 

Fill our emptiness with your presence. 

Come, refresh us, renew us, restore us. 

In our sadness, come as joy. 

In our troubles, come as peace. 

In our fearfulness, come as hope. 

In our darkness, come as light. 

In our frailty come as strength 

In our loneliness, come as love. 

Come, Refresh us, restore us, renew us. 

 
 
NEXT BULLETIN – Out for Sunday 7th March 2021 
Cut-off date for next Bulletin Notices: Tues 2nd March  

Leisa 01983 753078   revleisa@btinternet.com,  
(The Vicarage, Alum Bay New Rd, Totland PO39 0ES) 

Julia  07930 670772   fytparishes@gmail.com 


